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CLAIMS 




members of a broadcast audience comprising: / 

a plurality of broadcast stations including 
means at individual ones of said broadcast stations 
for generating a set of disparate looal programs 
for broadcast from said plurality >of broadcast 
stations, each of said broadjzfast stations 
broadcasting a sequence of segments of said local 
programs separated by time slots/ 

a multiplicity of receiving stations for 
receiving local programs / from said broadcast 
stations and for presenting said local programs to 
members of the broadcast? audience; 

means for transmitting a sequence of network 
programs to each pt said broadcast stations for 
broadcast to said/members of the audience, programs 
of said sequeirce of network programs having a 
duration shorter than or equal to individual ones 
of said time'slots, said network programs including 
tasks to be performed by members of the audience; 

me4ns at said broadcast stations for selecting 
individual ones of said network programs to be 
interspersed among successive ones of said local 
program segments for broadcast to said audience; 



314 



means at each of said receiving stations for, 
enabling members of the audience to enter /a 
response to said tasks; / 

means for providing an instructional/ signal 
including response criteria to enable evaluation of 
responses of members of the audience; / 

means for evaluating the responses of members 
of the audience in accordance wirh the response 
criteria to identify individual members of the 
audience who have entered acceptable responses; 

a station for designating a winner among 
members of the audience who have entered an 
acceptable response ; ana 

wherein said / response criteria have been 
established prior/ to entry of the responses by 
members of the/ audience, said evaluating means 
includes mean/ for altering a mode of evaluation in 
response to /said instructional signal, and wherein 
said instructional signal can be generated to 
activate/ said altering means of said evaluation 
means /independently of a communication of ' said 
sequence of network programs, 

2 • A system according to Claim 1 further 
comprisiij^j^ a plurality of telephone hubs for 
receiving ^responses of^nembers of the audience and 
for communicating acceptable ones of said responses 
to said winner-designating station. 
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3 . A system according to Claim ^ further 
comprising a plurality of telephone hubfe wherein 
said response-enabling means includes a telephone. 



4. A system according to Claim 2 wherein there 
are a plurality of said evaluating means, 
individual ones of said evaluating means being 
located at respective ones of said receiving 
stations* 

5. A system according to Claim 2 wherein there 
are a plurality of said evaluating means, 
individual ones of said evaluating means being 
located at sites remote from said receiving 
stations. 

6. A system according to Claim 5 wherein 
individual ones of said evaluating means are 
located at said telephone hubs. 

7. A system according to Claim 6 wherein each 

of said telephone hubs includes means for storing 

ThJU 

data including ^response criteria for use by said 
evaluating means. 

8. A system according to Claim 2 wherein there 
are a plurality of said evaluating means, 
individual ones of said evaluating means being 
located at individual ones of said receiving 
stations and including means for outputting a 
print-out record of a response entered by a member 
of the audience. 



• 
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9. A system according to Claim 8 wherein each 
of said evaluating means includes means for storing 
response criteria, and means for comparing an 
entered response with an acceptable response. 



10. A system according to Claim^s wherein said 
transmitting means includes a .base station for 
transmitting network programa/and a communication 
means coupling said base station to said broadcast 
stations, said critepfa-providing means being 
located at said bas^sr station for transmission of 
the scoring criteaf'ia via said communication means 
to said broadest stations, said broadcast stations 
transmitting said response criteria to said 
receiving stations for use by said evaluating 
means, 

11. A system according to Claim 2 wherein said 
local programs and said network programs are 
synchronized to allow for a network program to be 
broadcast within one of said time slots. 

12. A system according to Claim 11 whe^einithe 
network programs include an additionai^program 
longer than one of said time slots, at least a 
portion of said additional network program being 
broadcast concurrently with a portion of a local 
program via a television broadcast incorporating a 
split-screen technique. 



13. A system according to Claim 2 wherein said 
transmitting means includes a base station for 
transmittir^rfi^twork programs, and a communication 
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means coupling said base station to said broadcast 
stations . 

14. A system according to Claim 13 wherein 
said communication means comprises a satellite 
communication link or a fiber optic communication 
link. 

15 . A system according to Claim 13 wherein 
said criteria-providing means is located at said 
base station, and said transmitting means transmits 
said instructional signal andf^tesponse criteria 
from said criteria-providing means to said 
broadcast stations for transmission to said 
telephone hubs. 

16 . A system according to Claim 13 further 
comprising a telephone link connecting said 
telephone hubs to said base station. 

/17. A system according to Claim 16 wherein 
sai^^r^^^a^ro^^ing means are located at said 
base station, and said telephone link provides for 
communication of said instructional signal , arid / 

<kcy -Wo; . ^ ^j^X^^oj $<$&U 

XZ> \ — ' ^response criteria from said cr ^t o ria -providing 

means to said telephone hubs. 

18. A system according to Claim 16 wherein 
said winner-designating station is included within 
said base station, and said telephone link provides 
for communication of ^cTccep table responses and 
identification of persons making said acceptable 
responses to said winner-designating station. 
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19. A system according to Claim 2 further 
comprising means for recording said instructional 
signal prior to transmission of a corresponding 
network program, a recording of said instructional 
signal being provided to each of said telephone 
hubs and identified as to the corresponding network 
program . 



20. A system according to Claim 19 wherein 
there are a plurality of said evaluating means, 
individual ones of said evaluating means being 
located at respective ones of said telephone hubs. 

21. A system according to Claim 1 wherein 
there are a plurality of said evaluating means, 
individual ones of said evaluating means being 
located at respective ones of said receiving 
stations. 



22. A system according to Claim 21 wherein 
said evaluating means includes a printer for 
outputting a print-out of a response of a member of 
the audience including identification of the member 
of the audience and identification of the 
evaluating means. 

A system according to Claim 21 wherein 
each of said evaluating means includes 
storing response criteria, ansi-HsteSnsf or comparing 
an entered response wijth^an acceptable response. 



trai 



24 • A-^'system according to Claim 23 wherein 
litting means includes a base station for 
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transmitting network programs and a communicatiorv 
means coupling said base station to said bro^jdtSast 
stations, said criteria-providing mparts being 
located at said base station for Jfe^ansmission of 
the scoring criteria via saixj^-dommunication means 
to said broadcast statiojjs-^said broadcast stations 
transmitting said^^esponse criteria to said 
receiving sta££dns for use by said evaluating 
means, s^ara network means communicating said 
instructional signal from said base stations to 
sa^d broadcast stations for transmission to said 
/receiving stations . 

25. A system according to Claim 1 wherein said 
local programs and said network programs are 
synchronized to allow for a network program to be 
broadcast within one of said time slots. 



26. A system according to Claim 25 wherein the 
network programs include an additional iprogrM 
longer than one of said time slots, at least a 
portion of said additional network program being 
broadcast concurrently with a portion of a local 
program via a television broadcast incorporating a 
split-screen technique. 

27. A system according to Claim 1 wherein said 
transmitting means includes a base station for 
transmitting^fetwork programs, and a communication 
means coupling said base station to said broadcast 
stations . 



28. A system according to Claim 27 wherein 
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said communication means comprises a satellite 
communication link or a fiber optic communication 
link. 

29. A system according to Claim 28 wherein 
said criteria-providing means is located at said 
base station, and said transmitting means transmits 
said instructional signal and^A^sponse criteria 
from said criteria-providing means to said 
broadcast stations for transmission to said 
receiving stations . 

30. A system according to Claim 1 further 
comprising a base station coupled by said 
transmitting means to said broadcast stations, 
means located at said base station for generating 
said network programs, and wherein said means for 
providing said instructional signal and said 
response criteria is located at said base station, 
and said transmitting means transmits said 
instructional signal in conjunction with said 
network programs to said broadcast stations. 

31. A system according to Claim 1 wherein said 
network programs and said instructional signal are 
prerecorded prior to communication of said network 
programs and said instructional signal to said 
broadcast stations, said local programs and said 
network programs and said response criteria being 
synchronized to allow for a network program to be 
broadcast within one of said time slots. 
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members of a broadcast audience comprising: / 

a plurality of broadcast stations including 
means at individual ones of said broadcast stations 
for transmitting a sequence of local program or 
segments of the local programs; / 

a multiplicity of receiving stations for 
receiving local programs from said broadcast 
stations and for presenting said local programs to 
members of the broadcast audience; / 

means for providing a sequence of network 
programs to each of said broadcast stations, each 
of said network programs including a task to be 
performed by members of the audience; 

means at each of said broadcast stations for 
inserting a network program of said sequence of 
network programs between /segments of said local 
programs ; / 

means at each of sraid receiving stations for 
enabling members of / the audience to enter a 
response to a task provided by a network program; 

means for providing a response criteria to 
enable evaluation of responses of members of the 
audience; / 

means employing said response criteria for 
evaluating yche responses of members of the audience 
in accordance with the response criteria to 
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identify individual members of the audience who 
have entered an acceptable response; and^ — 

a station f 05^-dSsignating a winner among 
members of>fette^ audience who have entered an 
accepfeet&fe response. 

33. A system according to Claim 32 wherein 
said inserting means includes means for selecting 
one or more of said network programs /to be 
transmitted concurrently with a sequence of^Tocal 
program segments. 



34. A system according to Claim 33 wherein 
""gaielyj concurrent transmission is accomplished via 
interspersing at least a portion of ^network 
program among successive local programs or 
successive segments of a local program in said 
sequence of transmitted local programs. 



^Ao*/^ 35 * A system according to Claim 33 whej 

said concurrent transmission of local^ailcinetwork 
programs is accomplished by transmitting said local 
and said network progr«fns via a television 
transmission, an^by^providing at least a portion 
of a netwojdr^rogram in split-screen format with at 
least^a portion of a local program. 



36. A system according to Claim 32 further 
comprisinc^^i plurality of telephone hubs for 
receiving ^responses of^mendoers of the audience and 
for communicating acceptable ones of said responses 
to said winner-designating station. 
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37. A system according to Claim 36 wherein 
said inserting means includes means for selecting 
individual ones of said network programs to be 
transmitted concurrently with arsequence of said 
local programs at an individual one of said 



broadcast stati^s^ and where in^saixi_ concurrent 
transmission of ^sequences of local and network 
programs by one of said broadcast stations ia 
accomplished by either an interspersing of 
network program between successive segments of a 
local program or by transmission of said local and 
said network programs as a split-screen television 
broadcast . 




A method for eliciting responses frc 
members of a broadcast audience comprising: 

broadcasting from each of a plurality of 
broadcast stations, distant from each ^axher, a set 
of local programs; 

receiving said local / programs at a 
multiplicity of receiving stations by members of a 
broadcast audience ; 

providing said broadcast stations with a 
sequence of network programs, said network programs 
including tasks tpr be performed by members of the 
audience ; 

selecting, at individual ones of said 
broadcast stations, a network program from said 
roe of network programs to be interspersed 
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between successive programs or successive segments 
of a program in the sets of local programs; 

interspersing a selected network program among 
successive local programs or successive segments of 
a local program broadcast from aiy individual one of 
said broadcast stations; 

enabling members of tfie audience to enter 
responses to a task of a network program; 

providing apparatus/ for evaluating a response 
of a member of the audience; 

generating an instructional signal including 
response criteria /for use by said evaluating 
apparatus in evaluating the responses of audience 
members to determine the presence of a correct 
response j 

providing a station for selection of a winner 
among membei^s of the audience who have entered a 
correct response; and 



comipfuni eating identities of members who have 
entered /correct responses to said winner-selection 
statioj 



A method according to Claim__35 — wnerein 
said response criteria have£>eerr"established prior 
to entry of the^j^es^onses by members of the 
audience, said-evaluating means includes means for 
alteri^g^a mode of evaluation in response to said 




325 

instructional signal, and said insfcruet±5nal signal 
can be generated to acfcivarte~"said altering means of 
said evajjuattori means independently of the 
B^oVoding of said sequence of network programs. 

40. A method according to Claim 38 wherein 
said step of communicating identities is 
accomplished by means of at least one telephone hub 
interconnecting said receiving stations with said 
winner-selection station. 



41. A method according to Claim 38 wherein 
said step of providing a sequence of network 
programs includes a step of prerecording the 
sequence of network programs as a network-program 
recording. 



A method according to Claim 41 wherein 
said step of providing the sequence^^of^n^twork 
programs further comprises ^a^^-step of positing 
copies of the network^prtfgr^am recording at various 
ones of said^bt^oadcast stations for synchronized 
: the network-program recordings at said 
irality of broadcast stations. 



playba* 



43 . A method according to Claim 38 wherein 
said step of providing said sequence of network 
programs includes a step of transmitting said 
sequence of network programs via a communication 
system to said plurality of broadcast stations. 



44. A method according to Claim 38 wherein 
there is a plurality of evaluating apparatuses, 
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individual ones of said evaluating apparatuses 
being located at individual ones of said receiving 
stations, said method further comprising a step of 
transmitting said instructional signal from said 
broadcast stations to said receiving stations to 
^^iccomplish said evaluating of J\ responses at 
^individual ones »of said receiving stations. 

45. A method according to Claim 38 wherein 
said evaluating apparatus is located at a site 
remote from a plurality of said receiving stations 
for evaluating J^responses of^audience members 



plx 



located at said plurality of receiving stations. 

46. A method 1 according to Claim 38 wherein 
said step of communicating identities of audience 
members is accomplished by at least one telephone 
hub interconnecting! a plurality of said receiving 
stations with said winner-selection station, there 
being a plurality ©f evaluating apparatuses with 
one evaluating apparatus being located at each of 
said telephone hubs for evaluating responses 
communicated from individual ones of said receiving 
stations to said telephone hubs, and wherein the 
method includes a l step of communicating said 
instructional signal tto each of said telephone hubs 
for use by respe'bfcilve ones of said evaluating 
apparatus to accomplish evaluation of audience 
response at a locatiojn remote from said receiving 
stations. 



47. A method according to Claim 46 wherein 
said step of generating the instructional signal 
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includes ci step of recording said instructional 
signal as a response-criteria recording prior to an 
evaluating ^^audience response, there being a step 
of keying^tf" response-criteria recording to a 
network task for applying correct response criteria 
to a specific task-. 

48. A me\thod according to Claim 38 further 
comprising a step of printing out a hard-copy 
record of a response of an audience member, said 
evaluating of audience response including a scoring 
of a response by an audience member, the scoring 
appearing in tn^e hard copy. 




49. A method according to Claim 38 whej^eiii 
said step of interspersing i^^aec^mplished by 
separating successive^nes^of said local programs 
or segmentspf-sSid local programs by timing slots, 
and Inserting a network program in the time slot. 

50. A method according to Claim 49 further 
comprising a step oj; synchronizing the network 
programs of the sequence of network programs with 
the occurrences of time slots in the sequences of 
local programs of the broadcast stations, thereby 
allowing for a presentation of a network program 
concurrently to audience members receiving 
broadcast transmissions from numerous ones of said 
broadcast stations . 

51. A method according to, Claim 3a wherein 
said step of interspersing ^network programs; is 
accomplished by transmitting said network and said 
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local programs as television signals having a 
split-screen presentation. 

52. A method according to Claim 38 wherein 



said step of interspersing network program 

includes a step of^s^lecting, at each or said^ 
broadcast stations, jji network program out of jpr 



sequence of neib\rork programs to be inserted within 
a sequence o^local programs. 

53. A method according to Claim 38 wherein 
said step of communicating identities is 
accomplished via means of a telephone hub 
interconnecting , a plurality of said receiving 
stations to said winner^selection station, said 
evaluating apparatus and a storage unit being 
located in said tele^^ne hub, saijdmethod further 
comprising evaluating responses of audience members 
at the telephone hub by means of said evaluating 
apparatus, and a step of storing correct answers in 
the storage unit at the telephone hub during an 
interval of time subsequent to the presentation of 
a task to the audience, said step of communicating 
identities employing data stored within said 
storage unit. 

54. A method for attracting large audiences to 
program disseminatjing stations comprising the steps 
of: 



disseminating 
differ from others 
of stations; 



programs, some of which may 
concurrently from a plurality 
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inserting different questions at different 
times in different ones of said programs, there 
being audiences fjor the programs of said stations; 



receiving 
members of the 



said questions at different times by 
av idiences; 



answering 
members of said 



determining 
of the audiences; 

identifying 
audiences who 
acceptably; 



sa id 



questions at different times by 
aludiences; 



acceptable answers yjby the members 



successful members of the 
lave answered the questions 



storing acceptable answers from identified 
members of the audiences in a storage means during 
an interval of time subsequent to a posing of the 
questions to the mepibers of the audiences; and 

based on inf orimation stored in said storage 
means, entering successful members of the audiences 
in a sweepstakes or prize event. 

55. A method for attracting audiences to 
broadcast stations comprising the steps of: 



transmitting froA one or more locations a 
plurality of task iets at relatively short 
intervals, a task set\ including a question and 
accompanying response criteria defining at least 
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one acceptable answer; 

forming a network of a plurality of TV and/or 
radio stations, \ said stations concurrently 
broadcasting their individually scheduled programs, 
said programs beincA at least partially disparate; 

receiving said \task sets at said stations; 

rebroadcasting,\ by individual ones of said 
stations, one or more tasks sets at a time 
convenient to an individual one of said stations; 

providing members of the audiences at their 
locations means for entering an answer to a task; 

providing means operatively connected to said 
entering means for receiWing said response criteria 
and for comparing an entered answer with 
accompanying response criteria; 

determining whether! an audience member has 
entered an acceptable answer; and 

entering into a sweepstakes or prize event an 
audience member who has! entered an acceptable 
answer. \ 

56. A method for attracting audiences to 
broadcast stations comprising the steps of: 

transmitting from onel or more locations a 
plurality of task sets Wt relatively short 
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intervals, a taskl set including a question and 
accompanying response criteria defining at least 
one acceptable answer; 

forming a network of a plurality of TV and/or 
radio stations, I said stations concurrently 
broadcasting their individually scheduled programs, 
said programs being at least partially disparate; 



receiving said ^ask sets at said stations; 

rebroadcasting, toy an individual one of said 
stations, one or mpre task sets at a time 
convenient to the statiiOn; 

providing members! of the audience of said one 
station at their locations means for entering an 
answer to a task; 

providing means opferatively connected to said 
entering means for receiving said response criteria 
and for comparing an entered answer with 
accompanying response criiteria, so as to determine 
whether an audience Imember has entered an 
acceptable answer; and 



acknowledging an atidience member who 
entered an acceptable answer in a sweepstakes. 



has 



So*> 



Bit) 



A method for qen$ratlng very large 
broadcast audiences oomtfrising the steps of: 



providing a first electronic signal 
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transmitting system comprising a network At 
stations broadcasting programs to members of /the 
audiences, said stations broadcasting /xheir 
individually scheduled programs, said stations 
being equipped to receive and retransmit quiz 
signals to members of the audiences; / 

providing a second electronic signal 
transmitting system for transmitting quiz signals 
to said stations, a quiz comprising a task, and 
response criteria accompanying Sjaid task defining 
at least one acceptable response; 

formulating at a central/ location at least one 
quiz ; / 

transmitting by sa/d second system at least 
one quiz to said staticms, said stations receiving 
at least one quiz; / 

retransmitting by a network station a quiz to 
members of its audience; 

providing a response unit with 
response-entering means to individual members of 
said audiences, said response unit being capable of 
receiving alnd storing response criteria signals, 
said response unit being capable of evaluating an 
entered .response in accordance with said response 
criteria and determining an acceptable response; 

/entering a response to a quiz by a members of 
said audiences; 



< 
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evaluating a member's response by the member's 
response unit to determine an acceptable response w 

providing means at a central location /for 
identifying a member having entered an acceptable 
response ; / 

providing means at said central location for 
receiving and for storing accepted responses by 
members of said audiences in a sweepstakes pool ; 

conveying accepted responses lSy identified 
audience members to said sweepstakess pool ; 

storing identifications o£ said audience 
members in said sweepstakes pool; 

providing means at a <central location for 

determining at least one wanner from among said 

identified audience members entered in said 

sweepstakes pool ; and / 

informing said wiiiner of said determination. 

58. A method for generating large broadcast 
audiences comprising the steps of: 

organizing^ a plurality of broadcast stations, 
including television and/or radio stations, to 
create a broadcast network; 

providing at least one central facility for 
transmitting electronic signals to said broadcast 



334 



stations ; 



providing at said broadcast stations means to 
receive and to rebroadcast electrp^iic signals 
received from a central location; 

broadcasting by said stations their regularly 
scheduled and disparate prograirus to members of a 
remote broadcast audience; 



receiving said prograi 
remote audience; 



by members of the 



formulating a plurality of task sets, a task 
set comprising signals conveying a task, including 
a question, a task s^t including also response 
criteria defining at 3feast one acceptable response 
including an answer /and instructions for scoring 
acceptable response* 

providing response units to individual members 
of said audiencqr, a response unit comprising means 
for entering a/ response to a task by an audience 
member and iti^ans for receiving response criteria 
signals, sai/d response unit further comprising 
means for /identifying and scoring acceptable 
responses t*y individual audience members; 

providing means for informing a winning 
audience member of an acceptable scored response; 



sequentially transmitting by at least one of 
said / central facilities signals conveying a 



plurality of task sets to said broadcast stations'; 

receiving task set signals at said broadcast 
stations ; / 

interrupting programs of individual ones of 
said broadcast stations to create A time gap 
between program segments; / 

rebroadcasting a task set by an individual one 
of said broadcast stations durirrfg said station's 
time gap; / 

receiving during a station's time gap, by an 
audience member, the station^ s rebroadcast signals 
conveying a task siet; / 

entering a response^ to a task by individual 
ones of said audience / members via the response 
units ; / 

identifying, by/said response unit, acceptable 
responses entered by individual audience members; 

storing acceptable responses by means of said 
response units ; / 

entering /acceptable response in a prize event; 

informing winning audience members of entrance 
of an acceptable response in a prize event. 



59 . IK method for generating large broadcast 
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audiences comprising the steps of: 



providing a first electronic signal 
transmitting system comprising a network ox 
stations broadcasting programs to members oW a 
remote audience, said station broadcasting pneir 
individually scheduled programs; 

providing second electronic/ signal 
transmitting means for transmitting a >quiz to said 
network stations, said stations beirtfg equipped to 
receive and to transmit said qj/iz signals to 
members of the remote audience, a >quiz comprising a 
task and response criteria defining at least one 
acceptable response; 



formulating at a central location at least one 



quiz ; 




transmitting at ]/east one quiz to said network 
stations; 



receiving a 
station; 



least one quiz at said network 



retransmitting a quiz, by said network 
stations, to members of said audience at a point in 
time detejrmined by individual ones of said network 
station^ which points in time can vary between 
station's; 

/providing to individual members of said remote 
audience response units for receiving and for 
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storing response criteria signals, and for entering 
a response to a quiz by a member of said audience- 
each of said response units evaluating an entered 
response in accordance with said response criteria, 
said response units identifying a member/ of the 
audience having entered an acceptable response; 

entering a response, by a ^ember of the 
audience, to a quiz; 

evaluating the member's r^4ponse by a member's 
response unit; 



providing data 
location; 



storage means at a central 



providing a sweepstakes facility at a central 
location; 

providing A communications link between said 
response units, said storage means and said 
sweepstakes fiac i 1 i ty ; 

conveying conveying identifications of 
identified audience members to said storage means; 

conveying identifications of identified 
audience members to said sweepstakes facility; 



from 



ietermining at least one sweepstakes winner 
among identified audience members; and 



informing said winner of a determination. 
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60. A method for attracting large broadcast 
audiences to individual stations in a network of 
stations by entering successful respondents to/a 
task in a sweepstakes or prize event, said method 
comprising the steps of: / 

forming a network composed of a jfiultiplicity 
of TV and/or radio stations / concurrently 
broadcasting scheduled and at yleast partially 
disparate programs, each of the/ stations of said 
network broadcasting its program to members of its 
audience; / 

broadcasting a plur^ftity of task sets from a 
central location, a task set comprising a task and 
accompanying response criteria defining an 
acceptable response /€o the task; 

receiving said task sets at said network 
stations and selecting, at individual ones of said 
network stations, a task set for retransmission at 
a time fitting^ into its program structure; 

retransmitting via a network station a 
selected ta^sk set; 

receiving a task set by members of the 
audience/ of a network station; 

providing to each audience member a response 
unit / identified with said audience member, a 
response unit comprising means for receiving and 
for storing response criteria, means for entering a 
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response to a task, means for comparing an entered 
response to a task to accompanying response 
criteria, and means for determining whether /an 
entered response is an acceptable response; / 

entering a response to a task in a response 
unit, said entering step being accomplished by a 
member of the audience of a networkr station 
desiring to be a respondent; / 

determining by a response unit whether a 
respondent's entered response is dn acceptable 
response ; / 

providing a central sweepstakes or prize event 
facility; / 

providing a communications link between said 
response unit and said sweepstakes or prize event 
facility for conveying the /identity of a respondent 
having successfully responded to a task to said 
sweepstakes or prize event facility; and 

entering a successful respondent in a 
sweepstakes or prize/ event, 

61 • A metliod for generating a large 
advertising mairket, including the combined 
audiences of /a multiplicity of broadcasting 
stations, saidr method comprising the steps of: 

forming a network composed of a multiplicity 
of TV yand/or radio stations concurrently 



# 
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broadcasting their scheduled and at least partiaLly 
disparate programs having different program 
structures ; / 

broadcasting, via individual ones of said 
network stations, their respective programs to 
members of said combined audiences, said network 
stations broadcasting advertising/ and/or 
promotional messages interspersed / in their 
respective programs; / 

broadcasting a plurality of task sets from a 
central location, a task set comprising _a task and 
accompanying response criteria defining an 
acceptable response to a task; / 

receiving said task seis at said network 
station; / 

selecting, at respective ones of said network 
stations, at least one task set for retransmission 
at times fitting int^ program structures of 
respective ones of saidr network stations; 

retransmitting / selected task sets by 
respective ones of ^aid network stations; 

receiving a Jtask set by response units located 
at locations of /members of said audiences, wherein 
an individual one of said response units comprises 
means for entering a response to a task, and 
comparison means for determining whether an entered 
response is/ an acceptable response ; 
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entering a response to a task by a member of 
said combined audiences by use of one of sa>df 
response units; 

determining, at a member's ^response unit 
whether an entered response of/a member of said 
audience is an acceptable ra^ponse; and 

entering a member, who has entered an 
acceptable respofise, into a sweepstakes. 

62. A method for encouraging participation in 
surveys or polls comprising the steps of: 

transmitting electronic signals eliciting 
responses to questions from a central facility to 
members of an audience to be polled; 

receiving elicitations at locations of said 
members ; 

providing means for entering a response to 
individual ones of said members; 

entering responses by individual ones of said 
members ; 

providing means for communicating response 
data from the locations of responding members to a 
central data storage facility; 



communicating said response data to said 
central facility; 
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storing members 1 response data at said central 
facility; 

providiiig means at said central facility for 
identifyin^responding members; 

enter iijgj^responding members in a sweepstakes; 

conducting said sweepstakes to determine at 
least one winning responding member; and 

informing winning members about a result of 
said sweepstakes. 

63. A methdd for conducting a sweepstakes 
event for audience members of a plurality of 
stations broadcast incj^c^ronologically disparate 
3Mfoej£3ja segmen^^ptid method comprising the steps 
of broadcasting tasks received by stations to their 
audiences, wherein audience members enter responses 
and members 8 responses are compared to response 
criteria to determine winning members, the 
improvement comprising the steps of: 

selecting, by an individual station, a task 
from a stream of tasks successively received at 
relatively short intervals compared to a program, 
the tasks being chronologically suitable for 
insertion into said stations programs; 

transmitting a selected task by a station; 

receiving and responding to a selected task by 
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audience members of said station; 

entering winning members in a sweepstakes; and 

determining a sweepstakes winner. 

64. A method for conducting a sweepstakes 
event for audience members of broadcast stations, 
comprising the steps of: 



formulating a task and an accompanying 
acceptable response; 

broadcasting a program by a station, the 
program including at least one task; 

providing an audience member with a telephone 
having an entering device connected to caller 
identification means; 



responding, by the audience member, to said 
task by entering a response in the entering device 
of the telephone connected to the caller 
identification means; 

providing a central evaluation facility having 
means for receiving an acceptable response and 
means, for comparing a member's entered response 
with *iw^acceptable response to identify a winning 
member ; 



storing acceptable responses accompanying each 
task in said evaluation facility; 
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communicating entered responses to said 
evaluation facility; 



4^ 

j &n ei 



comparing entered response to an\acceptable 
response to determine an acceptable entered 
response ; 

identifying winning member through, caller 



identification means; 



A 



entering winning members in a sweepstakes^ and 
randomly determining a sweepstakes winner. 




65. A method fV>r conducting a sweepstakes 
event for audience meters of broadcast stations, 
comprising steps of: 

broadcasting, by I a plurality of stations, 
their individual and d4sparately scheduled program 
segments ; ^ 



supplying to saiki stations a stream of 
successive tasks at relatively short intervals as 
compared to durations ©f said program segments, 
each task having an accompanying winning response; 



selecting, at an individual station , from the 
task stream a task chronologically suitable for 
insertion into that station's program structure for 
retransmission to the station's audience members; 



retransmitting a selected task by a station; 



• 



receiving 
member; 
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selected task by an audience 



responding to a task by an audience member by 
entering a response in an entering device, the 
audience member bleing provided with a response 
evaluating means; 

transmitting winning responses tesi tasks from a 
central location to Ithe response evaluating means ; 

comparing a member 1 s entered responses with a 
winning response to \ determine a member's winning 
entered response; 

entering a winning member in a sweepstakes 
event ; and 



randomly determining a sweepstakes winner. 



j\jOv> / 66. A method for conducting a sweepstakes fj 
members of the audiences of broadcast 
comprising the steps of: 



broadcasting, by means^d^ a plurality of 
stations, individual programs from respective ones 
of the stations; 



conveying /fnechanically or electronically or 
optically, t > p said stations, at least one task to 
be broadcast to said stations 1 audiences; 



selecting, by an individual one of said 



• 
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stations, at least one point in time fitting into 
said station's program structure for broadcasting a 
task; 

broadcasting, by said station, to its audience 
at least one task at a selected time; 

receiving said task by the audience/members of 
said station; 

providing to individual audience members a 
response unit comprising response/ entering means 
and means for electronically receiving response 
criteria defining an acceptable response to an 
accompanying task, the response unit including a 
memory for storing response criteria and evaluation 
means including means for determining an acceptable 
response by comparing an/ entered response to 
accompanying response crireria, said response unit 
being operable by an identified respondent; 

entering a response by an individual member of 
the audience ; 

determining /4n acceptable response by a 
response unit foy a successful respondent; 

providina/ a central storage facility for 
successful respondents ' identifications; 

providing a communications link between said 
response unit and said storage facility; 



communicating 
identification to 
storing; 
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successful 



/ 



a successful respondent/ s 
said central facility /for 



entering successful respondents 
sweepstakes or prize event; 



in 



determining a winner; and 

informing a winning respondent. 

67. A method of conducting a /sweepstakes for 
members of the audiences of broadcast stations, 
comprising the steps of: 

broadcasting, by a plurality of stations, 
individual programs of respective ones of the 
stations ; 

transmitting signals conveying response 
criteria defining an acceptable response to a task; 

conveying mechanically or electronically or 
optically to said stations at least one task to be 
broadcast to said /station 1 s audiences; 

selecting,/ at an individual one of said 
stations, at Least one point in time fitting into 
said station 'yS program structure for broadcasting a 
task; 



broadcasting, by said station, to its audience 
at least/ one task at a selected time; 
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receiving said task by members of said 



audifeace; 



entering, by an individual audience member, a 
response to said task in an entering means; 

providing a central response evaluation 
facility having a memory for storing response 
criteria electronically received; 



electronically programming 
transmitting response criteria ac 
to an evaluation facility; 



i memory by 
Smpanying a task 



providing a communication 
response entering means 
evaluation facility; 



s link between said 
and said response 



communicating, via /said communications link, 
to said evaluation facility a respondent ' s response 
and identification ; 

determining, /at said evaluation facility, a 
successful respondent by comparing a respondent's 
entered response? to accompanying response criteria; 



entering 
sweepstakes 



successful respondents 



in 



conducting the sweepstakes by randomly 
determining a winner; and 



informing a winning respondent. 
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/ 

68. A method for conducting a game for members 
of the audiences of broadcast stations, comprising 
the steps of: / 

broadcasting by a plurality of stations 
individual programs which differ in /program 
content ; / 

conveying to said stations at lea$t one task 
to be broadcast to said stations 1 audiences, a task 
comprising instructional response / criteria to 
determine an acceptable response; / 

selecting, by an individv/al one of said 
stations, at least one point inr time fitting into 
said stations 1 program structure for broadcasting a 
task; / 

broadcasting to the avraience of said station a 
task at a selected timd in the course of the 
program of said station/ 

providing to individual audience members means 
for receiving a task, a response entering means, 
means for receiving instructional response 
criteria, a memory for storing response criteria, 
and an evaluation means having means for 
determining an /acceptable response by comparing an 
entered response to accompanying response criteria; 
and / 

associating an entering means identifiably 
with an audience member. 
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69. A method fc^r conducting a game comprising 
the steps of: 



taping a plurality of tasks; 



by 



each of a plurality of 
a scheduled program, at least 
of programs broadcast by said 



broadcasting , 
broadcast stations , 
some of a plurality 
plurality of broadcast stations being disparate; 



successively transmitting said plurality of 
taped tasks from a farst central facility; 

receiving said tasks at each of said broadcast 
stations; I 

selecting, at lan individual one of said 
plurality of broadcast stations, a task for 
retrainsmission at a convenient time to an audience 
of said individual one of said broadcast stations; 

retransmitting a \ selected task by said one 
broadcast station during a program of said 
individual broadcast station; 

receiving a retransmitted task by audience 
members of said individual broadcast stations; 

recording a plurality of response criteria, 
the response criteria ^accompanying a task and 
defining an acceptable response to said task; 



providing a second I central facility having 
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means for electronically communicating with 
individual ones of said audience members and for 
successively playing back said record of response 
Griteria accompanying each task f said second 
central facility including means for receiving a 
response from individual ones of the members of 
said audience and for identifying an acceptable 
response by an auiience member meeting response 
criteria , said second central facility also 
including means for identifying ah audience member 
having entered an acceptable response; 

entering a response to a task, by an audience 
member, in an entering means at a location of the 
audience member, said entering means being 
operatively connected by said communication means 
to said second central facility; 



receiving, at said second central facility, a 
response entered by [a member of the audience; 

evaluating, at! said second facility, an 
entered response in (accordance with said response 
criteria; 

identifying, ati said second facility, an 
acceptable entered response; and 

identifying, at said second facility, a member 
of the audience haying entered an acceptable 
response • 



70. A method for Conducting a game comprising 
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the steps of : \ 

broadcasting scheduled programs by individual 
TJnes of a plurality of broadcast stations, at least 
some of said programs being disparate; 

recording tasks of a plurality of task sets, a 
task set including a task, such as a question, and 
an accompanying response criteria, including an 
acceptable response; 

recording a ptLuralit^ of response criteria, 
said response criteria accompanying said tasks; 

playing back one of said recorded tasks to 
said broadcast stations; 

selecting, at \ individual ones of said 
plurality of broadcast stations, tasks for 
retransmission to the respective audiences of said 
broadcast stations at (convenient times; 

retransmitting, via individual ones of said 
broadcast stations, selected tasks during their 
respective programs; \ 

/ receiving a retransmitted task by members of 
an audience of an individual one of said broadcast 
stations ; 1 

providing a central fiacility having means for 
electronically communicating with individual ones 
of members of an audience of said plurality of 



# 
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broadcast stations 
response criteria 
facility having 
response from 



individual 



said audience 
stations, said c 
for identifying ajn 
said response with 
and identifying 
plurality of 
acceptable response 



entering, by 



and playing back recorded 
accompanying a task, said central 
further means for receiving a 
ones of the members of 
said plurality of broadcast 
ntral facility also having means 
acceptable response by comparing 
accompanying response criteria 
member of the audience of said 
stations having entered an 



broadcast 



a member of the audience of said 



plurality of broadcast stations, a response to a 
task in an entering means located at an individual 
one of the locations of the members of said 
audience of said plurality of broadcast stations, 
said entering means being operatively connected by 
said communication means to said central facility; 



receiving, at said central facility, an 
entered response cjf a member of the audience of 
said plurality of broadcast stations; 



identifying, kt said central facility, 
acceptable entered response; and 



an 



informing, via said central facility, a member 
of said audience ofl said plurality of broadcast 
stations having entered an acceptable response. 



71. A method for\ conducting a game comprising 
the steps of : 
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broadcasting a scheduled program, at each of a 
plurality of broadcast stations, the programs at at 
least some of said broadcast stations being 
disparate; 

successively! transmitting a plurality of task 
sets at a frf j rsr . r^trrki] facility, each of said task 



sets including a task~~and an accompanying response 
criteria with an acceptable response; 

receiving tas^s of said task sets at said 
broadcast stations ; 

selecting a task, by each of said plurality of 
broadcast stations,! for retransmission to an 
audience of each of \ said broadcast station at a 
convenient time; 

retransmitting, Ivia each of said broadcast 
stations, a selected task during a program of each 
of said broadcast statiions; 



receiving a transmitted task by members of the 
audiences of the respective broadcast stations; 

-tkju 

providing -seconcL central facility having 
means for electronically communicating with 
individual ones of said audience members and 
receiving response criterua from said first central 
facility accompanying a task, said second central 
facility having further \ means for receiving a 
response from individual ones of the members of the 
audiences of the respective stations and for 




identifying an a 
member and 
entered an accep 
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cceptable response by an audience 
an audience member having 
able response; 



identifying 



entering a I response by a member of said 
audience to a task in an entering means at a 
location of said member, said entering means being 
operatively connected by said communication means 
to said second cemtral facility; 



receiving 
response at said 



audience member • s 
iecond central facility; 



entered 



identifying ah acceptable entered response at 
said second central facility; and 



identifying, 
a member having ent] 



t said second central facility, 
red an acceptable response. 



72. A method! for conducting a game and 
determining game winners, comprising the steps of: 

concurrently transmitting scheduled programs 
of each of a plurality of first transmitters of 
stations during a program period; 



receiving the scheduled programs of a station, 
said receiving being accomplished by members of a 
remote audience tuned to the station; 



successively transmitting, by at least one 
second transmitter, a plurality of task sets at 
relatively short intervals, as compared to the 
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duration of a program, during said program period, 
a task set comprising a task and accompanying 
response criteria defining an acceptable response 
thereto ; 



receiving tpsks of said task sets at said 
stations; 



selecting from a plurality of tasks at least 
one task for retransmission at a time during the 
program period sol as to fit into a chronological 
sequence of program portions of said station; 



r e t r an sm i 1 1 i rig 
a selected task to 



, via said individual stations, 
a remote audience; 



receiving, by 
a retransmitted tasflc 
are tuned ; 



members of the remote audience, 
from the station to which they 



providing rejsponse units at members 1 
locations, a response unit including means for 
entering a member ■ s 1 response , means for receiving 
response criteria and means for comparing such 
entered response to accompanying response criteria; 



entering, by a member of said audience, a 
response to a received* task in said entering means; 

receiving respons^ criteria by said response 
units ; and 



comparing a member? s entered response to a 
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task with the accompanying response criteria, so as 
to determine v whether a member's entered response is 
an acceptable response. 



A method for broadcasting and rewarding 
tasks, comprising: / 

providing facilities for the broadcast 
transmission of signals conveying a plurality of 
programs to members of remote audiences; / 

formatting program contents and program 
structures for broadcasting by the /operators of 
said facilities, the formatting of said program 
providing for at least one interruption in the 
broadcasting of said programs, so as to create at 
least one break in the continuity of each program 
structure and at least one "bime interval between 
program portions; / 

synchronizing said interruptions so that said 
time intervals between^ portions of all station 
programs occur at essentially the same time; 

broadcasting said programs interrupted by said 
synchronized time/intervals; 

receiving^ said programs by members of remote 
audiences ; / 




V 



providing means for the transmission of 
signals /conveying a task set to members of said 
remote/ audiences ; 



• 
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formatting at least one task set / for 
transmission to members of said remote audiences 
wherein a task set comprises signals conveying a 
task including a question and accompanying/ response 
criteria defining at least one acceptable response 
including an answer to a task; / 

providing to individual member/ of said remote 
audiences a response unit comprising means for 
entering a response to a ta^k and means for 
receiving and storing response criteria, the 
response unit further Including means for 
identifying an acceptable response; 



broadcasting at least one task set to members 
of said remote audiences, wherein the broadcasting 
of said task set occurs essentially during a time 
interval separating said program portions; 



entering, Via a response unit, a response to a 
task by individual ones of said audience members; 

identifying an acceptable response by a 
response Xinit; and 

gratifying audience members who have entered an 
acceptable response . 

74. A method for conducting a game for members 
of a broadcast audience in which a member's 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, comprising the steps of: 
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broadcasting, via transmitters of a plurality 
of broadcast stations, a plurality of disparate 
programs ; 

sequentially transmitting, via a further 
transmitter, at least one task and accompanying 
response criteria; 

receiving said task by individual ones of said 
broadcast stations ; 



selecting, at one of said broadcast stations, 
a time for retransmitting ^sF^ task so as to 
chronologically fit into the program structure of 
said one broadcast station; 

ret^ar^mitting, via said one u broadcast 
C^S station ,7^Ttask at the selected time to)members of 

the broadcast audience of said one ^ broadcast 



station; and 

receiving^esponse criteria accompanying said 
task to permit evaluation of members 1 responses to 
the task at locations of said members or a location 
of a common evaluation facility. 



Cut bBt 7 

>^75. A method for conducting a game for memljf 
of a broadcast audience in which a^-m^mber's 
response to a task is evaluated iiv-Sccordance with 
response criterla^^^ comprising: 

sequentially transmitting, via a transmitter, 
a plurality of task sets, a task set comprising a 
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first portion having a task and a second portic 
having response criteria accompanying the task £or 
defining at least one acceptable response; 

broadcasting disparately structured programs, 
via a plurality of broadcast stations, /to the 
audiences of respective ones of said plurality of 
broadcast stations; 

receiving, at said broadcast stations, said 
first and said second portions of each of a 
plurality of tasks; 



selecting, at an individual one of said 
plurality of broadcast stations, one of said 
plurality of tasks for retransmission of the task 
portion of a task set to /the audience of the 
broadcast station ; 



transmitting, via an individual one of said 
broadcast stations, said/first portion of said task 
set of the selected task set at a time fitting into 
a program structure 7 of said individual broadcast 
station; 



receiving, by said audience members, a program 
and said first portion of a task set transmitted by 
said individual station, said audience members 
being tuned tcf said broadcast stations; 



providing means for an entering, by individual 
audience members, of a response to a task; 
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providing means for an evaluation of 
audience member's response, including means £or 
receiving the second portion of the task set having 
the response criteria of a transmitted task 

entering a response, via an audienc^ member, 
to a task; and 

evaluating an entered response /to determine 
whether said entered response is /an acceptable 
response. 



76. A method for conducting a game by a 
plurality- of stations broadcasting programs 
including a task requiring an' acceptable response, 



comprising the steps of: 



concurrently broadcasting, via a plurality of 
broadcast stations, plurality of disparate 

programs to members of/ respective audiences of said 
broadcast stations during a determined time period; 

- / 

/ 

dividing individual ones of said programs into 

/ 

two or more program segments; 

\ / ■ 

* / 

chronologically separating a broadcasting of 

at least two of said segments so as to create a 

break in continuity in respective ones of said 

programs / 

/ 

/ 

determining at least one time gap between two 
of ^/said discontinuous segments broadcast by 
respective ones of said plurality of stations, the 
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occurrence of said gaps at respective ones of saixi 
stations being substantially synchronized; / 

broadcasting, via said plurality of broadcast 
stations to the members of the respective audiences 
during one of said time gaps, a task set comprising 
electronic signals conveying a task and/ response 
criteria defining at least one acceptable response 
to said task; / 

providing to individual ones of/the members of 
said respective audiences a response unit, each 
response unit comprising means/ for entering a 
response a task, means for /receiving and for 

storing response criteria and ineans for evaluating 
a member's response to identify an acceptable 
response; / 

entering a response/ by a member of each of 
said respective audiences, to a task via said 
response unit; / 

Evaluating at individual ones of said response 
units, responses entered by members of respective 
ones of said audiences; 

providing/ means for informing members of 
respective on/es of said audiences who have entered 
acceptable responses; and 

informing members of individual ones of said 
audiences who have entered an acceptable response. 
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77. A method for conducting a game for membeirs 
of an audience and for entering successful members 
of the audience in a sweepstakes, the method 
comprising: / 

formulating a question to be answered by 
members of a broadcast audience; / 

formulating response criteria tp accompany a 
question and to define an acceptable/answer to said 
question; / 

providing a question to a Jaroadcast station; 

selecting, at said station, a time slot 
fitting into a program structure gf said station 
for broadcasting said question to said broadcast 
audience ; / 

broadcasting saija question, via said station, 
to said broadcast audience at a selected time; 

receiving saad question by a member of said 
broadcast audience; 

providing answer entering means to numbers of 
said broadcast audience, said entering means being 
associated^ with an identified member; 

providing at a communications hub, means for 
obtaining an acceptable answer to a question by a 
member of said audience by comparing an entered 
answer to an accompanying response criteria; 
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providing response criteria accompanying an 
answer to said hub; / 

entering an answer to a question by a inember 
of said broadcast audience; / 

providing means for communicating A member's 
answer and identification to said hub;/ 

communicating a member's entered answer and 
identification to said hub; / 

comparing an entered answer to accompanying 
response criteria so as to determine an acceptable 
answer by an identified successful member; 

storing the identifications of successful 
members of said broadcast audience; 

entering the identifications of successful 
members of said/ broadcast audience in a 
sweepstakes ; / 

conducting the sweepstakes; and 

informing winning members of a result of the 
sweepstakes . 

l&A A system for conducting a game for members 
of a/ broadcast audience in which a member's 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: 
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transmitters of a plurality of broadcast 
stations for broadcasting a plurality of disparate 
programs ; / 

means for sequentially transmitting a 
plurality of tasks and accompanying /response 
criteria defining an acceptable responses 

means at individual ones of said broadcast 
stations for receiving said tasks and said 
accompanying response criteria; / 

means at said individual/broadcast stations 
for selecting one of said tasks, and means for 
storing a selected task /and its accompanying 
response criteria; / 

means at said individual broadcast stations 
for retransmitting ar stored task and response 
criteria at a convergent determined time; 

means at ^locations of said members for 
receiving a retransmitted task and retransmitted 
response criteria; 

means/ at individual ones of said members ' 
locations^ for entering responses to a task; and 

mfeans at said members' locations for comparing 
a response of an individual one of said members to 
response criteria to determine whether the member's 
response is an acceptable response. 
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79. A system for conducting a game for member^ 
of a broadcast audience in which a memberrs 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: / 

a transmitter for sequentially transmitting a 
plurality of task sets, a task set comprising a 
first portion providing a task and a second portion 
providing accompanying response criteria defining 
at least one acceptable response; / 

a plurality of broadcast stations for 
receiving said first portion of /a task set and for 
broadcasting disparately structured programs to 
members of the audience, wherein an individual one 
of said plurality of broadcast stations includes 
means for selecting one of said plurality of task 
sets for retransmission/ of the first portion of 
said task set to audience members at a time fitting 
into a program structuxe of said broadcast station; 

means provided to audience members for 
receiving the program and the first portion of a 
task set transmitted by an individual one of said 
broadcast stations to which the audience members 
are tuned; / 

means provided to the audience members for 
entering^ a response to a task; 

/means for receiving the second portion of a 
transmitted task set for obtaining the response 
criteria; and 
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means for evaluating an entered response oj an 
audience member in accordance with the response 
criteria to determine whether the entered response 
is an acceptable response, / 

80. A system for conducting a game for members 
of a broadcast audience in which /a member's 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: 

a transmitter sequentially/ transmitting a 
plurality of task sets, a task/ set comprising a 
first task portion conveying ar task and a second 
task portion defining at Least one acceptable 
response and scoring instructions; 

a plurality of Iwroadcast stations for 
broadcasting disparately structured programs to 
members of said broadcast audience, said broadcast 
stations receiving /the first and the second 
portions of said task sets; 

wherein individual ones of said broadcast 
stations include means for selecting one of a 
plurality of said task sets for retransmission of 
the task portion of a selected task set to members 
of said broadcast audience; 

individual ones of said broadcast stations 
retransmitting the first task portion of a selected 
task set at times fitting into program structures 
of respective ones of said broadcast stations; 
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means provided to members of the broadcast 
audience for receiving the program and the /first 
task portion transmitted by an individual /one of 
said broadcast stations to which said members are 
tuned ; / 

means for entering responses by individual 
audience members to a task; and / 

means for evaluating and for scoring responses 
of members of said broadcast audience in accordance 
with said second task portion of A transmitted task 
set. / 

81. A system for conducting a game for members 
of a broadcast audience /in which a member's 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: 

a transmitter for /sequentially transmitting a 
plurality of task se£s, a task set comprising a 
first portion provid/ng a task and a second portion 
providing accompanying response criteria defining 
at least one acceptable response; 

a plurality of broadcast stations for 
receiving said task sets and for broadcasting 
disparately structured programs to members of the 
audience, wherein an individual one of said 
plurality jof broadcast stations includes means for 
select inc/ one of said plurality of task sets for 
retransyfission of the first portion of a selected 
task set to members of the audience at a time 
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fitting into a program structure of said one 
broadcast station ; / 

means provided to audience members/ for 
receiving the program and the first portion/of the 
selected task set transmitted by one yof said 
broadcast stations to which audience members are 
tuned ; / 

means provided to individual aucaience members 
for entering responses to a task; / 

means at a central location /for receiving and 
for storing the second portiori of a transmitted 
task set to obtain response criteria; and 

means at said central /location for evaluating 
an entered response of /an audience member to 
determine whether the /entered response is an 
acceptable response. / 

82. A system ioj conducting a game for members 
of a broadcast audience in which a member • s 
response to a taslc is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: 

a transmitter for sequentially transmitting a 
plurality oJr task sets, a task set comprising a 
first portion providing a task and a second portion 
providing/ accompanying response criteria defining 
at least/ one acceptable response; 

ya plurality of broadcast stations for 



• 
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receiving said tasks and for broadcasting 
disparately structured programs to members of ythe 
audience wherein an individual one of /said 
plurality of broadcast stations includes means for 
selecting one of said plurality of task ^ets for 
retransmission of the first portion of ar selected 
task set to audience members at a time fatting into 
a program structure of said one broadcast station; 

means provided to audience members for 
receiving the program and the fi^st portion of the 
selected task set transmitted by one of the 
broadcast stations to which ^audience members are 
tuned ; / 

means provided to iiraividual audience members 
for entering responses yto a task; 

means for transmitting responses of audience 
members to a central location; 

means at ^aid central location for receiving 
and for storirtfg the second portion of a transmitted 
task set to /obtain response criteria ; and 

mearis at said central location for evaluating, 
including a scoring of, an entered response of an 
audience member to determine whether an entered 
response is an acceptable response for 
determination of an award to an audience member. 

83. A system for conducting a game for members 
of a broadcast audience in which a member's 



response to a tas 
response criteria 



is evaluated in accordance with 
the system comprising: 



a transmitter for sequentially transmitting a 
plurality, of recorded task sets, a task set 
comprising a first! portion providing a task and a 
second portion providing accompanying response 
criteria defining at least one acceptable response, 
said transmitter including a playback device for 
playing back said recorded task sets; 

a plurality \ of broadcast stations for 
receiving the first Iportions of said task sets and 
for broadcasting disparately structured programs to 
members of the audience wherein an individual one 
of said broadcast (stations includes means for 
selecting one of saild plurality of task sets for 
retransmission of the first task portion of a 
selected task set to members of the audience at a 
time fitting into a ptrogram structure of said one 
broadcast station; \ 

means provided tp individual ones of said 

r . . ou 

audience members for receiving Idte^program and the 
first portion of the sevLected task set transmitted 
by an individual one of 1 said broadcast stations to 
which audience members are tuned; 

means provided to individual audience members 
for entering a response no a task; 

means at a central location for receiving and 
for storing the second portion of the selected task 
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set ; and \ 

means at saad central location for evaluating 
an entered response to determine whether the 
entered ^esponse4is an acceptable response. 

84. A system for conducting a game for members 
of a broadcast audience in which a member's 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: 

a transmitter for sequentially transmitting 
recorded tasks of a plurality of task sets, a task 
set comprising a task \and accompanying response 
criteria defining at least one acceptable response; 

a taped record of tasks; 

a playback facility operatively coupled to 
said transmitter for plawLng back said taped 
record ; \ 

a plurality of broadcast stations for 
receiving said tasks and \ for broadcasting 
disparately structured programs\ to members of the 
audience, wherein an individual one of said 
plurality of broadcast stations iVicludes means for 
selecting one of said plurality of tasks for 
retransmission of the task to audience members at a 
time fitting into a program structure of the one 
broadcast station; \ 

means provided to audience Vmembers for 
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receiving*^tetee- programs and tasks transmitted by an 
individual one Qf said broadcast stations to which 
the audience menlbers are tuned; 

means provided to individual audience members 
for entering responses to a task; 



a taped record of response criteria directed 
to at least one of sa^id tasks; 

> \ 
means at a central location for evaluating an 

entered response to a task in accordance with said 

response criteria tto determine whether the entered 

response is an acceptable response; 

means for comiritanicating an entered response to 
said evaluation mealns; 

playback fafcility operatively coupled to 
said evaluating means for playing back said 
response-criteria record to said evaluating means; 
and 



means for informi^ 
an audience member whc 
-esponse. 



ig results of a response to 
has entered an acceptable 




85. A system for conducting a game for memb* 



of 



broadcast audience in which 



lumber's 



Response to a task is fevaluatediiraccordance with 
response criteria, the systdri comprising : 



a plural ity^6f transmitters for transmitting 
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disparate programs of a plurality of broadcast 
stations; / 

a further transmitter for sequentially 
transmitting a plurality of tasks and accompanying 
response criteria defining acceptable responses? 

means at individual ones of said/ broadcast 
stations for receiving said plurality ox tasks; 

at said individual stations/ means for 
selecting and means for storing a received task; 

means at said individual stations for 
retransmitting a stored task/ at a convenient 
determined time; / 

means at locations of /said audience members 
for receiving a retransmitted task; 

means at said members' locations for entering 
responses to a task; and 

means operative^y connected to said entering 
means for receiving /said response criteria and for 
determining whether a member's response is an 
acceptable response . 

86, A system for conducting a game for members 
of a broadcast audience in which a member's 
response to A task is evaluated in accordance with 
response cmteria, the system comprising: 
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a plurality of transmitters for transmitting 
disparate programs of a plurality of broadcast 
stations ; / 

a further transmitter for sequentially 
transmitting a plurality of tasks and /accompanying 
response criteria defining acceptabler responses; 

means at individual ones of/ said broadcast 
stations for receiving said plurality of tasks; 

means at said individual /broadcast stations 
for selecting and storing a received task; 

means at said individual broadcast stations 
for retransmitting a stor/ed task at a convenient 
determined time; / 

means at locations of said audience members 
for receiving a transmitted task; 

means at said ymembers 1 locations for entering 
a response to a tafsk; 

means at a yfcentral location for receiving said 
response criteria; 

mean for transmitting a member's entered 
response tp said central location; and 

means at said central location for comparing a 
member Vs entered responses to accompanying response 
criteria to determine whether a member 1 s entered 




response 



87. A system for 
of a broadcast audience 
response to a task is 
response criteria, the 



conducting a game for members 
in which a member's 
evaluated in accordance with 
system comprising: 



transmitting f acilit 
transmitting a plurality oJ 
task set comprising a fir^t 
task and a second portion 
response criteria defining 
response ; 



es for sequentially 
recorded task sets, a 
portion providing a 
providing accompanying 
it least one acceptable 



means at each of said transmitting facilities 



for playing back said recor 



stations 



for 

said tasks and for 
structured programs to 



a plurality of broadcast 
receiving portions of 
broadcasting disparately 
members of said audience, wherein an individual one 
of said plurality of broadcast stations includes 
means for selecting one of 
for retransmission of the 
said task sets to members 

time fitting into a progjram structure of said 
individual broadcast static n; 



ded task sets; 



said plurality of tasks 
first portion of one of 
of said audience at a 



means provided to members of said audience for 
receiving the program and the first portion of each 
task set transmitted by one of said plurality of 
broadcast stations, individual members of the 
audience being tuned to individual ones of said 
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broadcast stations; 

means operable by individual audience members 
for entering a response to a task; 

means for receiving the second portion of a 
transmitted task set for use of the response 
criteria of said second portion for evaluating a 
member * s response ; and \ 

means for evaluating entered responses of 
members of the audience \to determine whether a 
response is an acceptable response. 



V y^88 . A system for conducting a game for members 
of a broadcast audience in which a memjaer 1 s 
response to a task is evaluated in accordanjde with 
response criteria, the system comprising y 

a transmitter for sequentially^ transmitting 
recorded tasks of a plurality of t^sk sets, a task 
set comprising a task and accompanying response 
criteria defining at least one/acceptable response; 

a taped record of ta^ks; 

a playback facility operatively coupled with 
said transmitter /for playing back said taped 
record ; X 

a plurality of broadcast stations for 
receiving/ said tasks and for broadcasting 
disparaxely structured programs to members of said 




* 
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audience, wherein an individual one of sa^d 
plurality of broadcast stations includes means /for 
selecting one of said plurality of tasks^ for 
retransmission of a task to audience members at a 
time fitting into a program structure / of said 
individual one of the broadcast stations'; 

means provided to audience / members for 
receiving the program and the taskr transmitted by 
an individual one of said broadcast stations to 
which the audience members are ytuned; 

means provided to members of the audience for 
entering responses to a task; 

a taped record of Response criteria pertaining 
to one or more of saia tasks; 

a playback /facility for playing back said 
taped record of/response criteria; 

means for receiving said response criteria 
from said Playback facility; and 

means for evaluating responses entered by 
audience members in accordance with said response 
criteria to determine whether individual ones of / 
ejaftered responses are acceptable responses, 

89. A system for conducting a game for members 
of an audience and for entering successful ones of 
the members in a sweepstakes, the system 
comprising: 





said 



379 

means at a central location for transmitting 
by cable or over the air a task tor members of an 

tpsk calling for an acceptable 
by response evaluation 



audience, 

response defined 
instructions ; 



means at 
receiving said tas 



locations of said members for 



response 
audience for 



means 



enteiing 



at a central 
having evaluation 



k; 



operable by a member of said 
a response to a task; 



locktion, arv evaluation facility 
means including a memory storing 
response-evaluation instructions to determine an 
acceptable response by a successful member of the 
audience ; 

means at a' central location for transmitting 
by cable or over the air response-evaluation 
instructions to said evaluation facility; 



means for communicating an audience member's 
entered response tol said evaluation facility; 



means for identifying a member through use, by 
said member, of said response means; 



means for 
successful members; 



storing identifications of 



means for entering identified successful 
members in a sweepstakes; 



• 





means for 



means for 
sweepstakes . 



380 



conducting 



sweepstakes to 



determine at least one winner; and 



informing winners of said 



90. A system for conducting a sweepstakes /for 
members of the audiences of broadcast stations, 
comprising: 




a plurality of broadcast stations broadcasting 
their individual programs; 



means for conveying to said 
at least one task for broadcast 
station to its audience at a po 
into a program structure pf 
broadcast station ; 



broadcast stations 
incp'by an individual 
; in time fitting 
said individual 



means at the locati 
members of said broadcast 
task of the task set; 



is of individual audience 
station for receiving a 



means at thef locations of members of the 
audience of saicj^ individual broadcast station for 
entering a response to a task; 



a central response evaluation facility having 
a memoipy for storing response criteria 
electronically received, said response criteria 
definj/ng an acceptable response to an accompanying 
tas) 
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a communications link between said response 
entering means and said response evaluation 
facility for communicating a respondent 1 s response 
and identification to said evaluatio.ii facility ; 



means at said evaluation facility for 
determining a successful respondent by comparing a 
respondent's entered response to accompanying 
response criteria; 

means for entering the identification of 
successful respondents in a sweepstakes; 

means fdr conducting a sweepstakes ^by randomly 
determining a winner; and 

leans for informing a winning respondent of a 
fult of the sweepstakes. 



91. A system nor conducting a sweepstakes for 
members of the audiences of broadcast stations, 
comprising: 



uckj 



a plurality of 
their individual programs ; 



broadcast stations broadcasting 



means for conveying 
at least one ta$k 
individual one of si 
audience at a point 
structure of said 



to said broadcast stations 
for broadcasting, by an 
aid broadcast stations, to its 
in time fitting into a program 
broadcast station ; 



one 



means at the locations of individual ones of 



• 



m 



a memory fo 
electronically 
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said audience members of said individual broadcast 
stations for receiving a task; 

at^ysaid' nembers 1 locations, a response unit 
operable by an identified audience member 
comprising means for entering a response to a task, 

storing a response criteria 
received, said response criteria 
defining an acceptable response to an accompanying 
task, and meais for evaluating a response by 
comparing an I entered task with accompanying 
response criteria to determine an acceptable 
response by an identified successful respondent; 

a central fetorage facility for respondent's 
identification; 

a communications link between said response 
unit and said stolraqe facility for communicating a 
successful respondent's identification to said 
storage facility; 

means for Entering the identification of 
successful respondents in a sweepstakes; 

means for conducting a sweepstakes by randomly 
determining a winner; and 

means for informing a winning respondent of a 
result of the sweepstakes. 



92. A system fqr conducting a survey or poll 
comprising: 
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means for f transmitting electronic signals 

eliciting responses to questions by members of a 

l « 

polling audience \at remote locations; 



signal receiving means at the locations of 
said audience members; 



means at said 
responses to 



survc y 



a central res 



members 1 locations, for entering 
questions; 



)onse data storage facility; 



means for \ electronically communicating 
response data f rom {members 1 locations to said data 
storage facility; 

means at a central location for identifying 
responding members; 

means at a central location for entering 
responding members in\ a sweepstakes; 



means for conducting a sweepstakes; and 

means for informinjq responding members of the 
audience who are sweepstakes winners. 

93. A method according to any one of Claims 
54, 55, and 60 wherein successful respondents* 
identifications are stored at 



location 



prior to being entered in the sweepstakes or prize 
event, the method further comprising steps by 
respondents of 
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granting or withholding authorization to an 
operator of the sweepstakes or prize evfent to 
announce the identities of winners of the 
sweepstakes or prize event on the air by including 
such granting or withholding information in an 
entered response; and 

rewarding respondents who have entered an 
acceptable answer at a higher level of difficulty 
with two or more entries into the sweepstakes or 
prize event. 



. .56t: 



94. A method according to any ono — ef Claim; 
^a^tuHd 1 further comprising a step of erasing 



sponse criteria in accordance with programming 
signals received from a central location, wherein 
all of said task sets differ, and the program 
structures of stations differ. 



95. A method 
64, 67, 70 and 71 
and response e 
comprising a step 



^according to any one of Claims 
wherein stations receive tasks 
valuation criteria, further 
f 



transmitting 
their audiences ar 
broadcast stations 
said central facil 
one acceptable re 



tasks by broadcast stations to 
the — step — ef* transmitting, by 
response evaluation criteria to 
ity, wherein there is more than 
ponse to a task, an acceptable 
response is further rewarded with a prize printed 
on a hard copy record such as a monetary coupon, 
and broadcast statilons include radio stations and 
over the air and cable TV stations. 
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96. A method according to any one of^ciaims 
58, 59, 60 and 61 further comprisijjg^a step of 
rewarding acceptable responses^rltti higher scores 
with two or more entri^s^into the sweepstakes, 
wherein said erjfcr^ means includes or are 
operativelv^ednnected to comparing, evaluating, 
scoring^ and printing means at the locations of 
fience members. 



9t7. A method according to any one of Claims 
56, 66, and 76 further comprising a step of 
presenting said task^/ in a pictorial, schematic, or 
graphic form understandable by people speaking 
different languages, wherein said entering means 
comprises a key*pad or a touch screen. 



98. A method according to any one of Claims 62 
and 66 further comprising a step of providing "^in^ 
-&a*d> response criteria y^rr indication of the time 
allowed for responding to a task, wherein said 
central facility is a telephone hub or telephone 
exchange, and a broadcast transmission includes a 
plurality of different radio program signals. 



99. A method according to any one .of Claims 
57, 58, 66 and 67 y herein said tf rYotlfyiQg step 
included notifying an. audience member who has 
entered— an acceptable response by means of a taped 
voice message automatically conveyed to said member 
on a telephone line, tttie method further comprising 



an 



identifying an 
acceptable 



audience member having entered 
response via automatic number 



» • 
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ident i f icat ion ; and 

storing the identities of audience members 
having entered an acceptable response. 

100. A method according to any one of Claims 
58 ^€fS and 70 wherein said step of informing of 
audience members is done through broadcasting, or 
is done visually or audibly by a member's response 
means, and wherein a task set does not exceed a 
determined time interval in length. 

' 101. A method according to Claim 76 wherein 
said informing step provides information of 
C ~^r(idience members, and is done by dispensing hard 
copy records generated by respective ones of said 
response units. 

102. A method according to Claim 101 wherein 
each of said hard copy records is a coupon, and the 
method includes a step of providing a value to a 
record commensurate with knowledge or skill 
displayed by an audience member. 

103. A method according to Claim 102 wherein 
said step of determining at least one time gap 
provides for a plurality of time gaps at each 
station of said plurality of broadcast stations, 
said record has monetary value, said hard copy 
records are*, numbered or coded by said response 
units, there are a plurality of said time gaps, 
there are further task sets to be broadcast during 
said time gaps, and said task sets differ. 




387 

104. A method according t^aiml^l ^ther^^ 
comprising a step of printing . &a4d — recfe ga in fcne 
form of a coupon, or voucher, wherein said hard copy 
record is prenumbered or precoded, and wherein a 
task question in a sponsored quiz relates to 
commercial, products, or an institutional 
advertisement of the quiz sponsor • 



^VjDY" 105. A method according to Claim 101 wheJ^in 
said hard copy record is numbered or coc^iacr by the 
response unit in accordance with ^instructional 
signals, a response unit includgs^means for scoring 
an acceptable response in accordance with response 
criteria, programs of^^aid plurality of broadcast 
stations differ s*i€h programs of different ones of 
said statiorfs providing different television 
prograjas", and said method includes a further step 
oj^^coring an acceptable response. 

106. A method according to any one of Claims 
61, 62 and 64 further comprising a step of 
rewarding an audience mei^e^haAriM entered an 
acceptable response to a tas]^ addition to an 

entry into a sweepstakes, with a prize or a 



printout, such as a 
the location of 
acceptable response . 



monetary coupon, generated at 
a[udience member entering the 



107. A method according to Claim 73 wherein 
each of said time intervals is of predetermined 
duration, the response criteria portion of ^ask 
set is received by the audience members 1 response 
units, the method further comprising a step of 
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evaluating ft response by ?c response unit at the 
location of an audience member. 



108. A method according to Claim 73 wherein 
each of said time in tervals has a duration at least 
equal to a time required for the transmission of a 
task set and, wherein, in the case of a task set 
involving a prediction of an event, the method 
further comprises a step of storing predictions by 
audience members, an I said event takes place before 
the end of the program broadcast by a station, 
results are made known followed by a step of 
entering correct or\ acceptable responses in a 
sweepstakes . I 



o 
o 




109 A methcjd according to Claim 73 wherein 
each of said time intervals has a duration of the 
order of 15-120 seconds., there being more than one 
acceptable response to X task, the method further 



comprisxng a 
response unit 
member. 



step of Evaluating response by 



at the 



location of 



an audie^ice 



and 

scrambling a quiz 
transmitting a quiz, 



110 A method according to any one of Claims 57 
59 further comprising steps of coding or 

prior to said step of 
and decoding or descrambling 



of said quiz by an individual network station prior 



to retransmitting said 



111. A method ac 
57, 58 and 59 further 
an audience member 



quiz to its audience. 



ording to any one of Claims 
comprising steps of entering 
hkving entered an acceptable 
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response in a sweepstakes, programs of the various 
stations differing with respect to program content 
and/or the chronological structure of program 
segments ; 

112. A method according .to any one of Claims 
54, 55 and 62 further comprising steps of receiving 
response criteria at a central evaluation hub, and 
evaluating responses of audience members at said 
hub. 



413. A method according to Claim 73 further 
comprising a step I of establishing a time allowed 
for generating a response, wherein a task set and 
time allowed do npt exceed said at least^txme 
interval in length.! and, wherein said plurality of 
broadcast facilities includes television and radio 
stations, there being a further step of rewarding 
acceptable responses! with higher scorfes with two or 
more entries in the sweepstakes. 




^V-3p ^/^114 • A method according to any one of Claims^ 
55, 60 and 61 wherein a time require^^ror 
transmitting a task set is between l^a^and 12 0 
seconds, the method includes a ^ftfrther step of 
announcing winners of sweeps£aices prizes on the air 
prior to an end of a program presenting a task and, 
wherein, a task s^fis part of a sponsored quiz and 
a task question in the sponsored quiz relates to a 
commercial, a product, or an institutional 
jactverdti semen t of a quiz sponsor. 



115. A method according to any one of Claims 
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58, 60 and 61 further comprising steps of scoring 

Q ✓ ^^t^acceptable response by means of said response 

& unit, and coding response criteria signals* 

s v 

116. A method according to any one ofj^aims 
71, 72, 73 and 75 wherein transmission task 
set is accomplished by transmission over the air or 
by cable. 

117. A method according to Claim 71 wherein, 
in said transmitting step, said^ l^^^ cerrffra J. 
facilit^^ansmits^^uccessive task sets 24 hours 



£ er day,^tasks of^a task set being transmitted by 



satellite, 

118. A method according to Claim 69 wherein, 
in said transmitting step, said first central 
facil^t^ transmits successive tasks 24 hours per 

~+ Q^, day^,^tasks being transmitted by satellite. 

119. A method according to any one of Claims 
58, 59, 60, 61 and 66 wherein^arresponse uijat^ 
includes means for generating a record of^arf 
acceptable response, and said method includes a 
further step of generating a record of a member's 
scored response by means of said response unit. 

120. A method according to Claim 67 wherein, 
in said step of determining at said evaluation 
facility, said evaluation facility stores first 
acceptable answer signals received until the 
receipt of subsequent second acceptable answer 
signals of a respondent, said second answer signals 



superseding said first answer signals • 

\ 

121. A method according to Claim 120 further 
comprising a step, following a determination of a 
winning response, of erasing^response criteria in 
accordance vitb programming signals from a central 
location. 



122. A method according to Claim 54 wherein 
said step of inserting questions includes inserting 
a task with one of said questions, task 
requiring a prediction of an event by^audience 
members, said event taking place before the end of 
a program broadcast by a station, and wherein 
outcome data of said event are determined after the 
occurrence of said event. 

123. A method according to Claim 54 wherein 
said step of inserting questions includes inserting 
a task with one of said questions, said task 
requiring a prediction of an event by^ audience 
members, said event taking place before the end of 
a program broadcast by a station, and wherein 
outcome data of said event are determined prior to 
the occurrence of said event. 



124. A method according to any one of Claims 
60 and 61 wherein said s^^g^ of broadcasting task 
sets includes inserting ^^^^task requiring a 
prediction of an event by^audience members, said 
event taking place before the end of a program 
broadcast by a station, and wherein outcome data of 
said event are determined after the occurrence of 
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said event. 

125. A method according to any one of Claims 
60 and 61 wherein said step of broadcasting task 



sets includes inserting y <a task requiring a 

A. 

prediction of an event by audience members, said 
event taking place before the end of a program 
broadcast by a station, and wherein outcome data of 
said event are determined prior to the occurrence 
of said event . 

L26. A method according to any one of Claims 
62 and 66 wherein said central facility is a 
central telephone facility, the method further 
comprising a step of electronically debiting 
participating audience members with amounts charged 
for use of said central facility and/or crediting 
participating eudience members who have been 



awarded a mon 
responses . 



tary prize for an acceptable 



127. A method according to Claim 126 further 
comprising a step of storing identifications of 
responding successful audience members at a central 
location prior to being enterjed in said 
sweepstakes . 

128. A method according to any one of Claims 
60 and 61 wherein said step, of broadcasting task 



sets includes inserting ar" task requiring a 
prediction of an event by ^audience members, and 
said determining step occurs prior to said event 
taking place. 
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129. A method according to Claim 128 further 



comprising a step 
audience members 
authorization to 



identities on 



of including in a responses of 
a granting or withholding 
an operator of the broadcasting 



from the central location to announce their 



the air by including such 



notification in ttheir entered responses « 



130. A method according to Cl^dLia 129 further 
comprising a step of conveying ^identities of 
sweepstakes winners to said network stations for 

v j^noun,cing winners on the air prior to the ends of 
>fch^ir programs. 

131. A method according to any one of Claims 
60 and 61 wherein said step of broadcasting task 
sets includes inserting jr task requiring a 
prediction of an event byJ^uEfience members, and 
said determining step occurs following said event 
having taken place. 

132. A method according to any one of Claims 
57 and 59 further comprising steps of storing all 
entered members in the central^ storing means for 
the duration of a program, and entering all stored 
members in the sweepstakes near the end of the 
program and, where dfe^T is retransmitted by a 
station prior to or following a commercial, station 
break or other program interruption. 



133. A method according to Claim 66 further 
comprising steps of storing all entered members in 
the central facility for the duration of a program, 
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and entering all stored members in the sweepstakes 
near the end of the program and, wherein a task is 
retransmitted by a station prior to or following a 
commercial, station break or other program 
interruption . 

134. A method according to any one of Claims 

60, 61, 70, 71 and 72 wherein the response criteria 

portion of £f task set is received by a station and 
y\ 

retransmitted by said station with the task portion 
of the task; the method further comprising a step 
of evaluating responses at locations of <auciience 
members. 



13 5. A method according to any one of Claims 
60, 61, 70, 71 and 72 wherein the task sets of said 
plurality £f task sets are disparate, the method 
further comprising steps of presenting ^:ask sets in 
at least two languages, and including trivial 
questions within ^ task set wherein the trivial 
questions relate to commercials, products, or other 
aspects of an advertiser -a**d/or institutional 
advertising. 



136. A system according to any one of Claims 
80, 81, 82, 83 and 84 further comprising means for 
coding or scrawling a tas* portion of^task set 
prior to transmission, and means connecting with 
said evaluation means for descrambling said task 
portion. 



137. A system according to any one of Claims 
80, 81, 82,. 83* and 84 wherein whor eia said 
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receiving means and said entering means share a 
common touch-sensitive display screen which serves 
for presentation of data and for entering 
responses. 

138. A system according to any one of Claims 
78, 79, 80 and 81 further comprising means at 
locations of said audience members for generating a 
hard copy record containing successful response 
information. 

139. A system according to Claim 138, wherein 
said record is in the form of a magnetic card or a 
token having monetary value. 

140. A system according to Claim 8 0 further 
comprising \ 

means coupled tol said transmitter for coding 
or scrambling a portion of a task set and means at 
individual ones of skid broadcast stations for 
decoding or descrambling said portion of the task 
set; \ 

means for presenting a question from a task at 
remote locations of amdience members at least 
partially in visual formk^and 

r 

wherein said entering means is operative with 
an enhanced telephone having visual presentation 
means . \ 



141. A system according to Claim 85 further 



comprising 
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means coupled to said further transmitter for 
♦ ^soding or scrambling task portions and means at 
^individual ones of said broadcast stations for 
decoding or descrambling said portions; 

means for presenting a question f rom^r task at 
remote locations of^udience members at least 
partially in visual form; and 



wherein said entering means is operative with 
an enhanced telephone having visual presentation 
means • 

142. A system according to Claim 90 further 
comprising / 

means couple<k to said conveying means for 
coding or scrambling task portions and means at 
individual ones of said broadcast stations for 
decoding or descrambling said portions^ 

A 

means for presenting a question from a task at 

remote locations of audience members at least 

partially in visual Iformv^and 

h 

wherein said Iresponse entering means is 
operative with an enhanced telephone having visual 
presentation means. 



143. A system according to Claim 91 wherein 
said response unit includes means for outputting a 



record of response and an indication of 

acceptability of said response. 



144. A system according to Claim 143 wherein 
said record has the form of a token having value, 
or a discount coupon, and wherein said 
communications link includes an enhanced telephone 
incorporating a touch-sensitive display screen. 

145. A system according to Claim 144 wherein 
said coupon carries discounts on a plurality of 
alternative products, said coupon being suitable 
for earmarking by a shopper of a preferred product 
selected from a plurality of products. 

146. A system according to Claim 143 wherein 
said record is a hard copy record. 

147. A system according to Claim 146 wherein 
said hard copy record has monetary value, said 
system being adapted to dispense said record at a 
central location. 



148. A system according to any one of Claims 
84, 87 and 88 wherein there is a recorded program 
including said p^raf ality o f tasks, and wherein the 
system includes a central facility for storage of a 
plurality of acceptable responses to said tasks in 
a memory. 

149. A system according to any one of Claims 
81, 82^-^3- and 84 further comprising means coupled 
to said entering means and responsive to signals of 
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said response criteria for limiting participants to 



a predetermined 
response? 



period of time for entering 



150. A system according to any one of Claims 
81, 82 and 83 further comprisinjr^m^vins at^%entral 
location coupled to said ^Wa±rtxa4n$>» Paeans for 
rewarding a responding audience member for an 
acceptable entered answer by crediting an awarded 
amount to the account of the responding audience 
member . 



151. A system according t<> Claim 150 including 
means, coupled to said rewarding means, for 
debiting a participants account with an amount 



charged for participating in^l^game. 

152. A system for conducting a game for 
members of a broadcast audience in which a member's 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: 



transmitter^ for transmitting disparate 
programs of a plurality of broadcast stations to a 
plurality of audiences in different geographic 
locations; 

central transmitting means for sequentially 
transmitting a plurality of tasks and accompanying 
response criteria defining acceptable responses; 



means at said broadcast stations for receiving 
said plurality of Itasks; 
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means at individual broadcast stations for 
retransmitting tasks selected from said plurality 
of - received ■ tasks at convenient determined times in 
their programs,! said tasks being followed by 
accompanying, machine-readable response criteria, 
said tasks 4nd response criteria being 
retransmitted by jat least some of said stations at 
different times; 



means at sai 
a retransmitted 
station to which 
retransmission ; 



members 1 locations for receiving 
t&sk and response criteria from the 
they are tuned for the time of 



means at said! members 1 location for entering a 
response to a talsk received from one of said 
stations, and meanjs operatively connected to said 
entering means fori receiving and reading r response 
criteria and means for determining whether a 
member's response lis an acceptable response by 
comparing an enterpd response to an acceptable 
response . 

153 . A method \ for conducting a game for 
members of a plurality of different broadcast 
audiences in which menders' responses to a task are 
evaluated in accordance with response criteria, 
comprising the steps 



by means of a plurality of broadcast stations, 
transmitting signals \ concurrently conveying a 
plurality of different! programs having different 
program structures to different audiences; 



• 
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providing I to said plurality of stations a 
plurality of different task sets, a task set 
including a tasW and accompanying response criteria 
defining an acceptable response; 

by means of 1 individual ones of said broadcast 
stations, selecting and -transmitting tro their 
respective audiences a task chronologically fitting 
into a station's program structures, which 
transmissions byl different individual stations 
occur at different times; 



by means of 
stations , 
criteria 



transmi bt ing 



individual ones of said broadcast 
machine-readable response 
a task; 



company ing 



receiving by audience members a task at the 
I re- 
time of transmission by ^fche— station to which they 

are tuned, different audiences receiving tasks at 

different times; 



providing mean?, to audience membea» to enter a 
response to a task; 

entering by a member a response to a task in 
entering means; 



providing means fpr receiving ma ch «*e - re ad able 
response criteria ana for comparing an entered 
response to accompanying response criteria; 



receiving response criteria signals by a 
comparison means; and \ 
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comparing & member's response to a task to 
accompanying response criteria to determine whether 
an entered response is an acceptable response. 



154. A 
audiences 



method 



for generating large broadcast 
the steps of: 



comprising 



providing a first electronic signal 
transmitting system comprising a network of 
stations broadcasting programs to members of a 
remote audience, said stations broadcasting their 
individually scheduled programs, which programs may 
be disparate, said stations being equipped to 
receive and retransmit quiz signals, a quiz 
comprising a task and previously determined 
response criteria defining at least one acceptable 
response accompanying said task; 



providing a 
transmitting systei 



second electronic signal 
for transmitting quiz signals 



to said network stations; 

formulating a J plurality of quizzes at a 
central location; 

consecutively transmitting by said second 
system said plurality of quizzes to said network 
stations; 



by means of network stations, receiving and 
selecting at least onp quiz from said plurality of 
quizzes ; 
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by means of k network station, retransm 

a selected quiz task to members of ^ ito * audience at 

T /v /\ 



a time determined 



providing an 



by said network station; 



member, means folr 
signals, means fox 



evaluation station having means 
for receiving a response to a task entered by a 



receiving response criteria 
evaluating an entered response 



in accordance with said response criteria, and 



means for identify:. 



ng an acceptable response; 



entering a 
said audience; 



response to a task by a member of 



evaluating a member's response; 

providing means for identifying a member 
having entered an acceptable response; 

providing means at a central data storage 
location for storinglthe identifications of members 
having entered an acceptable response;, and 



entering identified members in a prize event, 



155. A method 
event for audience 
and for entering winn 
prize event, said met 



for conducting a qualifying 
members of broadcast stations 
srs of said event in a final 
pd comprising: 



by means of A plurality of stations, 
broadcasting their individually and disparately 
scheduled program segments; 
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supplying to j said stations a stream of 
successive tasks at relatively short intervals, as 
compared to the duration of a program segment, each 
task having an accompanying winning response; 

selecting froml said task stream, by an 
individual station, a task chronologically suitable 
for insertion into that station's program structure 
for retransmission t© its audience member; 

by means of a station, retransmitting a 
selected task; I 

receiving a task by an audience member; 

responding by an taudience member to a task by 
entering a response tea an entering device; 

successively transmitting winning responses to 
tasks from a central location to response 
evaluating means; 1 

by means of said evaluating means, comparing a 
member's entered response with a winning response 
to determine winning members of said qualifying 
event ; 1 

identifying winning Imembers; 1 

entering winning members in a final prize 
event ; and 1 



determining at least lone winner of said final 
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prize event. 



A — system — foi? — conducting — a — qualityxng- 
event and a final prize event for members of a 
broadcast audience, the system comprising: 



a plurality of transmitters for transmitting 
chronologically disparate program segments of /a 
plurality of broadcast stations; / 

means for sequentially transmitting for use in 
a qualifying event, a plurality of t^sks and 
predetermined accompanying response criteria 
defining acceptable responses; / 

means at individual ones /Of said broadcast 
stations for receiving said plurality of tasks and 
response criteria; / 

means at said /individual stations for 
selecting a received yt ask and response criteria; K 

means at /said individual stations for 
retransmitting/ a selected task and response 
criteria at/ a convenient determined time, said 
response criteria being timed so as to be useless 
in resporfding to a task; 

/means at said members 1 locations for receiving 
a retransmitted task; 

/ means at said members " location for entering a 
response — to — a — t ask, — said — means — being — as sociated 



i 
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^ wibh an i tStenritied member? 

means operatively connected to said enterip^ 
means for receiving said response criteriaAila for 
identifying qualifying members Iw^determining 
whether an identified member^s^response is an 
acceptable response by comparing a member's entered 
response to accompanying response criteria; 

means foj?^ collecting the identifications of 
qualifying^members in a central storage facility; 
and 

/ means for entering qualified members in a 
^xrir zo - ov ent. 

157 . A method for attracting large audiences 
to program disseminating stations comprising the 
steps of : 

by means of a plurality of stations, 
disseminating, /s aAeks^d ' ^ b4r43g^ ® a«fe M^> different 
programs to different audiences; 

by means of said stations, inserting different 
questions at different times in the programs 
disseminated by said stations, questions being 
followed by answer information conveying an 
acceptable answer; 

receiving by members of the audiences of said 

stations said questions at c&fferent times; 

A 
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providing answering means for individual 
identified members; 



vj^^ answering said questions by said members at 
^different times; 

providing means for evaluating answers in 
accordance with said answer information; 



determining acceptable answers by. identified 
members ; and ^ 



rewarding successful members. 



158. A method for attracting large audiences 
to disseminating stations comprising the steps of: 

a plurality of stations concurrently 
disseminating, — -as — b^eadcas-feirrw^ different 
programs to a plurality of at least partially 
different audiences; 



inserting different questions to be answered 
within a prescribed time period at different times 
in the different programs disseminated by said 
stations and inserting in said programs 
accompanying acceptable answers following the 
insertion of questions; 

receiving, by members of^ttie audiences of said 
stations, said questions at^different times, each 
question being followed by an answer received after 
a time interval which renders a knowledge of said 
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answer useless in answering the question; 



vJ^ify^ said members answering said questions at 
^different times; 

determining acceptable answers by sgid members 



by comparing a members ' answer to 
answers ; and 



i acc 



A, 



ceptable 



identifying successful members who have 
answered acceptably. 



159. A method 
to program 
steps of : 



dissemi nating 



by means of 
concurrently 



inserting 
times in the 
said stations; 



for attracting large audiences 
stations comprising the 



disseminating 



a plurality of stations, 
, different programs; 



dif Cerent 
dif f € rent 



questions at different 
programs disseminated by 



receiving, by members of the audiences of said 
stations, questions {disseminated by said stations 
at different times; 



answering said ^questions by said members at 
different times; 



determining acceptable answers by said members 
at different times; 
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identifying! successful members who have 
angered acceptably; 

following identification, communicating tiie 
identifications df successful members to a common 
storage f acil ity ; 

storing said identifications received at 
different times; and 

rewarding successful members by entering them 
in a prize event. 

160. A method tor attracting large audiences 
to large and small \broadcast stations comprising 
the steps of: 

forming a broadcast network comprising a 
plurality of television and/or radio stations, some 
of said network stations havincj much larger 
audiences and much larger advertising revenues than 
other ones of said network stations, at least some 
of said network stations broadcasting disparate 
programs ; 

providing to said network stations a plurality 
of different questions, each question requiring an 
affirmative or negative answer; 



by 



means 



of 



an 



idividual 



one 



of said 



plurality of network stations, selecting and 
broadcasting questions at a time fitting into said 
individual station's program, said times of 
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roadcasting varying between at least some of said 
network stations;; 



affirmatively 
question by 



memb srs 



network stations, 
-feherstation to 



accepting or 
identify success 
correctly; and 



or negatively answering a 
of the audiences of said 
said questions being broadcast by 
whijch the members are tuned; 



rejecting said members 1 answer to 
Jul members having responded 



entering all Successful members in a common 
event so that every audience member of every 
network station, irrespective of the audience size 
and advertising revenue of said station, has an 
equal opportunity of being entered in a common 
event, thereby attracting large audiences to 
network stations. 




method for attract i ng largo audi e nce s 
to broadcast stations comprising the steps of: 

forming a broadcast network copp^ising a 
plurality of television and/or rajlio stations, at 
least some of said network stations broadcasting 
programs having diffepelit chronologic program 
structures ; 



consej^titively providing to network stations a 
plurality of tasks, each task having at least two 
acp^ptable responses at different difficulty 
iveisi 
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1 1 r 1 t ' i I im j .m i l 1 u uiKi mn t i ng, hy i n rt ivirhrni nnrn 
of said plurality of network stations, a task at a 
time fitting into said individual station's program 
structure, the times of broadcasting tasks by said 
network stations varying with respect to at least 
some of said stations; 

responding, by members of the audiences /of 
network stations, to a task broadcast by/ the 
station to which they are tuned at a difficulty 
level selected by individual members; / 

evaluating said members 1 responses to 
determine successful members having responded in an 
acceptable manner; / 

scoring acceptable responses in accordance 
with its difficulty level; / 

using caller identification means to identify 
successful members; and/ 

awarding successful members one or more 
entries in a comitfon sweepstakes in accordance with 
a score of the' response. 

162 ./A method for attracting large audiences 
to broadcast stations comprising the steps of: 

/ forming a plurality of regional broadcast 
networks, each regional network comprising a 
plurality of television and/or radio stations, at 
ieast — some — of i ^ n ^-hwpyic, ^tatj Lortg — b r oadcdb t in g 
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* dispar at e pr o gram s- ; ■ 

providing to network stations a plurality of 
tasks, such task having an acceptable response as 
defined by response criteria; S 

by means of an individual one or said 
plurality of network stations, sel earing and 
broadcasting a task and response criteria at a time 
fitting into an individual station !/s program; 

responding by members or the audiences of 
regional network stations tp a task broadcast by 
the station to which they ^re tuned; 

evaluating said/ members 1 responses in 
accordance with response criteria to determine 
successful members/ of regional network audiences 
having responded /in an acceptable manner; 

identifying successful members; 

entering all successful members of a regional 
network audience in a preliminary prize event, 
whereby /every audience member of every regional 
network: station has an opportunity of being entered 
in a/ in a preliminary prize event, thereby 
attracting large audiences to regional network 
stations; 

/ determining at least one preliminary prize 
^av eaL winner; — and 
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-enter ing — - J fehe — winn e rs — of — sa-id — plurality — of- 



prelimina ry — prize events In a final common "prize 
event - * — 



163* In a method for conducting a sweepstakes 
event for audience members of a plurality of 
stations concurrently broadcasting disparate 
programs, said method including the steps of 
stations broadcast ing a task to audiences of the 
stations, responding by audience members to a task, 

mejmbers 1 responses to response 
an acceptable response, the 
>ing the steps of: 



and comparing 
criteria defining 
improvement compri 



providing stations with a plurality of tasks 
successively received by stations; 

by means of an 1 individual station, selecting a 
harmonious task suitable for insertion into said 
station's program; 

transmitting ai selected task by a station; 

receiving a selected task by audience members 
of said station; 

entering a respoVise to said task by audience 
members by use of comparison means before knowing 
response criteria; 



receiving response^ criteria by said comparison 
means ; 
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determining b^ said comparison means qualified 



members having entV 



ired an acceptable response; 



entering qualified members in a sweepstakes; 



and 




determining a sweepstakes winner. 



— A — method — f©^ — attracting — audiences — to- 
broadcast stations comprising the steps of: 

transmitting from one or more locations a 
plurality of task sets at relatively short „ 
intervals, a task set including at least jafte 
question, accompanying response criteria defining 
an acceptable answer and a time period ^arllowed to 
answer a question; 



forming a network of a pljifality of TV and/or 
radio stations, said stations concurrently 
broadcasting their individually scheduled programs, 
said programs being at/least partially disparate; 



said statioi 



receiving task sets ; 



individual ones of said stations 
rebroadcastring one or more task sets at a time or 
times cojwenient to the station, at least some of 
said r^broadcastings occurring at different times, 
wherein said response criteria are rebroadcast 
following a time period allowed for answering; 



provi ding^ to"~ identified" members ut ttrer 
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-^aadleneee — — said — stations weanfai £ui — evening — arr 
answer to a task; 

providing means operatively connec^edro said 
entering means for receiving saidrer^ponse criteria 
and for comparing an ^^erf£ered answer with 
accompanying responsejstlter ia , so as to determine 
whether an identified audience member has entered 
an acceptab^^answer ; and 

./entering an identified audience member who has 
^gnfcex^ed— an - acceptable answer in a prize event . * 

165. A method for conducting a game for 
members of a broadcast audience in which a member's 
response to a tasktis evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, rthe system comprising: 

transmitting means sequentially transmitting a 
plurality of task sets, a task set comprising a 
task portion including a period of time allowed for 
responding and a response criteria portion defining 
at least one acceptable response; 

by means of la plurality of stations, 
broadcasting disparate programs to their respective 
audiences ; 1 

by means of said stations, receiving said task 
sets ; \ 

by means of individual ones of said plurality 
of stations, selecting one of said plurality of 
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task sets for transmission of the task portion of 
said task set to their audience; 

by means of an individual station, 
transmitting its program, including at a determined 
time the task of phe selected task set, followed by 

after a delay which renders said 
useless for responding purposes; 



response criteria 
response criteria 



providing 
audience members 



receiving tfie program and task by audience 
members ; 



me ins 



for an entering by individual 
of a response to a task; 



providing meians for receiving the delayed 
response criteria portion of a transmitted task set 
and for the evaluation of an audience member's 
response ; 



entering a, response to a task by an audience 
member; and 

evaluating an 1 entered response in accordance 
with said response criteria to determine whether a 
response is an acceptable response. 

166. A method for conducting a sweepstakes for 
members of the audiences of broadcast stations, 
comprising the steps! of: 



by means of I a plurality of stations, 
broadcasting their individual programs; 
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mechanical ly , 



optically or electronically 
conveying to said btateions at least one task for 
broadcasting to said stations 1 audiences, a task 
having associated wjLth it information defining an 
acceptable response; 



by means of 
stations , selecting 
said station's program 
task; 



an individual one of said 
a point in time fitting into 
structure for broadcasting a 



broadcasting, bV a station in the course of 
its jprogram, task aifd response information at a 
selected time; 

receiving a program and a task by members of 
said audiences; 

providing to alidience members response 



entering 



means 



saidl entering means being 



identifiably associated With an audience member; 

providing central evaluation means with means 
for receiving response information, a programmable 
memory for storing response information, and means 
for determining an acceptable response operative to 
compare an entered responds to associated response 
information ; 

receiving instructional response information 
at said central evaluation means; 



entering a response in an entering means by an 
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individual member, said entering means being 
operatively connected to said evaluation means; 

\ <SoicO 
communicating said response to atk evaluatxon 



means ; 

determining 
acceptable 



by said evaluation means an 
by a successful respondent; 



response 



providing a> central storage facility for 
successful respondents ' identifications ; 



providing a communications link between said 
evaluation means apd said storage facility; 

communicating successful respondents' 
identifications td[ said central facility for 
storing; 

entering successful respondents in a 
sweepstakes ; 

conducting a \ sweepstakes by randomly 
determining winners; and 




announcing sweepstakes winners. 



167 . — ft — system — for — conducting f gam^ — f o r - 
members of a broadcast audience in which_ 
response to a task^J^-ev^TTuated in accordance with 
response crrteria , the system comprising : 



paeans — for tra n smitting — r e corded taok co ts, a 
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task — set — c o mpr icing — a — first — tack — p ortion — and — ar 
second accompanying response criteria portion 
defining at least one acceptable response; 

a plurality of stations broadcasting 
disparately structured programs to their respejeftive 
audiences, wherein an individual one of said 
plurality of stations selects a time djafring its 
program for transmitting the first task/portion of 
a task set to its audience, said time^ having been 
selected so as to fit into its program structure; 

means at the locations of audience members for 
receiving the program and first task portion 
transmitted by the station to ;which they are tuned; 

means for entering response to a task by 
individual audience members; 

means at a central location for receiving and 
storing the second/ response criteria portion of a 
transmitted task /set ; and 

means at/ said central location for receiving 
and evaluating an entered response in accordance 
with response criteria to determine whether it is 
an acceptable response. 

1:68. A system for conducting a preliminary and 
a filial prize event for members of the audiences of 
broadcast stations, comprising ; 

a — plurality — of stations — broadcasting — there- 
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■rndiv- idual programg f which programs may be- 

disparate; 



means for storing at said stations at least 
one recorded task set of a preliminary event; > 

means for broadcasting a task by an individual 
station to its audience at a point in time .fitting 
into said station's program structure; / 

means at a central location toy transmitting 
response criteria defining an acceptable response 
to a task; / 

means at the locations or individual audience 
members of said .station for/receiving a program and 
a task; / 

means at said audience members' locations -for 
telephonically entering a response to a task *ai^ a 
telephone f acil iXyA 

means for/caller identification; 

a cepftral response evaluation facility 
operativew connected to said telephone facility 
having means for receiving said response criteria, 
a programmable memory for storing response 
criteria, and means for determining a successful 
respondent in said preliminary event by comparing a 
respondent's entered response to accompanying 
Response criteria-?- 1 
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— a~~farei:lity for conducting a final prise— event: 

for successful respondents; and 

means for conveying identifications of 
successful respondents to said final prize event 
facility. / 

169. A system for conducting ya game for 
members of a broadcast audience in wjilch a member's 
response to a task is evaluated ip accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising ; 

a transmitting facility for sequentially 
transmitting a plurality oT recorded task sets, a 
task set comprising ar task portion and an 
accompanying predetermined response, said facility 
including a playback /device for playing back said 
recorded task sets; / 

a plurality^ of stations having means for 
receiving portions of said tasks and for 
broadcasting clisparate structured programs to their 
respective aufdiences, wherein an individual one of 
said plurality of stations selects one of said 
plurality /of task sets for retransmission of the 
task portion of said task set to its audience at a 
time fitting into its program structure ; and 
whereLn audience members receive the program and 
task /portion transmitted by the station to which 
they are tuned; 



/ means for entering a response to a task by 
indiy i dqa T — a w3 i ftn r: gj iiiu.m Lj^rg ; anfl ' 



• 



421 

— 5-?TM *er^ 1 py^lnaj-inTi fnnili^y, imiln rting ftie>attg 

for receiving an entered response and for receiving 
the response criteria portion of a transmitted task 
set, and further including a communicating link/ 
with said entering means, and means for evaluating 
an entered response in accordance with response 
criteria to determine whether said entered response 
is an acceptable response; / 

170. A method for conducting a game / comprising 
the steps of; / 

transmitting a scheduled program by each of a 

plurality of stations, at lea4t some of said 

stations program structures being disparate; 
A / 

recording tasks of a plurality of task sets, a 
task set including a task J such as a question, and 
an accompanying response criteria including an 
acceptable answer; / 

recording a plurality of response criteria 
accompanying said/tasks ; 

playing liack and transmitting said recorded 
tasks from ar central location; 

playing back and transmitting said response 
criteria from a central location; 

/ selecting a received task, by an individual 
one of said plurality of stations, for 
xe feransmis stefl — to — irts audience at a — c o nvenient — / 
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-time-f- " 

by means of said individual station, 
retransmitting a selected task during its prograjaaT; 

receiving a retransmitted task, by audience 
members of said individual station; / 

providing a central facility having means for 
communicating with individual ones xif said audience 
members, means for receiving/ said response 
criteria, means for receiving a/ response to a task 
from individual ones of t^ie members of said 
audiences, means for identifying an acceptable 
response by comparison of A member's response with 
accompanying response criteria, and means for 
identifying an audienc^ member having entered an 
acceptable response; / 

entering a response to a task by an audience 
member by use of Van entering means, said entering 
means being /operatively connected by said 
communicating /means to said central facility; 

communicating a member 1 s entered response to 
said central facility; 

by means of said central facility , 
identifying an acceptable entered response; and 



/ by means of said central facility, informing a 
fc m hn r h a ving nnt^ i r tl <\x\ rirrrp t tthh r rrnponHf* . 
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Ar- m a thod for nuirdiiii L ir i r j n g rime compr irS±Ha 

the steps of: 

by means of each of a plurality of broadcasts 
stations, broadcasting a program, at least some >of 
said stations 1 programs being disparate; / 

recording a plurality of tasks; / 

playing back and transmitting saia tasks from 
a central facility; / 

by means of said broadcast stations, receiving 
said tasks; / 

by means of individual ones of said plurality 
of broadcast stations/ selecting a task for 
retransmission to their audiences at a convenient 
time; / 

by means/ of individual stations, 
retransmitting /selected tasks during programs of 
the stations/ times of retransmission of tasks 
varying between at least some of said stations; 

receiving retransmitted tasks at different 
times py audience members of said individual 
stations; 

/ recording a plurality of response criteria, a 
response criteria accompanying a task and defining 
an^ ar iopt pfeable respons e- to said task - ? 
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^-^piayiRg— ^Jaack and transmitting rc o pon oo- 

criteria from a central facility, said response 
criteria transmission being synchronized with an 
accompanying task transmission; 

providing a common evaluation facility having 
means for receiving response criteria , means for, 
communicating with locations of caller- identified 
audience members, means for receiving a response 
from individual ones of said members, mea^s for 
identifying an acceptable response by 
caller-identified audience member, saia response 
meeting response criteria; X 

entering a response to a t#sk by an audience 
member by use of an entering/means, said entering 
means being operatively j£onnected through said 
communications means to y^aid evaluation facility; 

by means or said evaluation facility, 
receiving an audience member's entered response; 

by means of said evaluation facility, 
evaluating an entered response in accordance with 
said response criteria; and 

/ by means of said evaluating facility , 
Urde^y bif y iny an acceptable resp o nse. — . 

172. A method for conducting a sweepstakes for 
members of the audiences of broadcast stations, 
comprising the Isteps of: 



by 



means 



425 

a plurality of stations, 
broadcasting their 1 individual programs; 

mechanically, optically or electronically 
conveying to said stations at least one task set 
for broadcasting ti> said stations 1 audiences, a 
task set comprising a task and instructional 
response criteria tol determine and score acceptable 
responses ; 



by means of 
stations , selecting 
said station's progra 
task set; 

broadcasting a 
said individual 
program ; 



an individual one of said 
a point in time fitting into 
m structure for broadcasting a 



stc tion 



receiving a 
said audiences; 



ask set at a selected time by 
in the course of its 



program and a task by members of 



providing centre 1 evaluation means including 
means for receiving instructional response 

programmable memory for storing 
means for determining an 
by comparing an entered 
response to accompanying response criteria and 
means for scoring by assigning a value to an 
acceptable response ; 



criteria, a 
response criteria , 
acceptable response 



providing to 
entering means, saa| 



Audience members response 
d entering means being 
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identif iably associated with an audience member, 

being operatively connected to 



said entering means 
said central evaluation means; 



entering a response by an individual member; 



commun i ca t i ng 
means ; 



said response to said evaluation 



determining ;m acceptable response by a 
successful respondent ; 



scoring by assp 
response ; 



igning a value to an acceptable 



providing a 
successful respondent 
response results; 



providing 
evaluation means 



communicating 
identifications and 



central storage facility for 
s' identifications and scored 



com nunicat ion 



and 



means between said 
said storage facility; 

successful respondent 1 s 
scored response results to said 



central facility fori storing; 

entering successful respondents and their 
scored results in a sweepstakes; 

weighting successful respondents' entries in 
accordance with scored results; 



conducting a sweepstakes randomly determining 



# 
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winners, the probabilities of random determination 
being skewed by said weighting; and 

announcing sweepstakes winners. 

TT3~z — ft — syorom — fo^ — conducting — a — game — fo^ 
members of an audience and for entering successful 
members in a prize event; 

means at a central location for transmitting 
by cable or over the air, including satellite 
transmissions, a task to members of an audience, 
said task calling for an acceptable response 
defined by response evaluation instructions; 

means for entering a response/of a member of 
said audience to a task; / 

at a central location^ a facility having 
evaluation means including/a memory programmable by 
response evaluation instructions to determine an 
acceptable response by/a successful member; 

means at a central location for transmitting 
by cable or oyer the air, including satellite 
transmission, /response evaluation instructions to 
said evaluation facility; 

means for communicating a member's entered 
response to said evaluation facility; 

/ means for identifying a member through said 
gtgmber- i s use -of said r e sp o nding means; > 
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^ — means -stor±ng i - d o ntif icatr torrs erf" 

successful members in a central storage facility; 

means for entering identifications of 
successful members from said storage facility in j£ 
prize event; / 

means for conducting in a prize event to 
determine at least one winner; and means for 
informing winners of said prize event. / 

174. A method for conducting a^game comprising 
the steps of: / 

by means of each of a plurality of broadcast 
stations, broadcasting a Scheduled program, at 
least some of said sxation programs being 
disparate; / 

recording and storing a plurality of tasks at 
a central location;/ 

by means /Of an individual one of said 
plurality of broadcast stations, requesting a task 
for retransmission to its audience at a convenient 
time; / 

transmitting a task said station; 

/receiving said task by said station ; 

/ by means of said station, retransmitting said 
■tearsk duri ng ito prog r am; 
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—rec eiving a — retransmitted — task — by — -attdience 
members of said individual station; 

recording and storing a plurality of response 
criteria at a central location, a response criteria 
accompanying a task and defining an acceptable 
response to said task; / 

transmitting a response criteria accompanying 
a requested task from a central location;/ 

providing a central evaluation facility having 
means for receiving response criteria accompanying 
a requested task, means for receiving a response 
from individual ones of the/ members of said 
audiences, means for evaluating a member's response 
by comparison to the accompanying response 
criteria, means for identifying an acceptable 
response by an audience /member ; and means for 
identifying an audience member having entered an 
acceptable response/ 

entering a /response to a task by an audience 
member by uge of an entering means being 
identifiable/ associated with said member, said 
entering means being operatively connected to said 
evaluation facility; 

by means of said evaluation facility, 
receiving an audience member's entered response; 



by means of said evaluation facility, 
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- said - res p onse criteria ; 

identifying an acceptable entered response; 
and > 

identifying a member having entered / an 
acceptable response. / 

175. A system for conducting a game for 
members of a broadcast audience in which A member ■ s 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: 

a plurality of transmitters/ for transmitting 
disparate programs of a plurality of broadcast 
stations; / 

means for sequerftially transmitting a 
plurality of tasks /and accompanying response 
criteria defining acceptable responses; 

means at individual ones of said broadcast 
stations for receiving said plurality of tasks; 

means /at said individual stations for 
selecting A task; 

me^ans at said individual stations for 
transmitting a selected task at a time convenient 
to ssaid station; 

/ means at said member's locations for receiving 
ja^fet- an s n r- itted t as k -; — 

( 



V 
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TTlPnnn fit nni fi fflf * ITlhprg 1 1 prat i nna j£ oy- m i (A i I l iy 

a response to a task; 

means at a central location for receiving 
response criteria accompanying said selected task 
at essentially the time of transmission of said 
selected task; / 

means for communicating a member's /entered 
response to said central location; and / 

means at said central location for comparing a 
member ' s entered response to accomjiany ing response 
criteria to determine whether ar member's entered 
response is an acceptable response. 

176. A method for conducting a preliminary 
game for members of an/audience and for entering 
successful members ivi a prize event, the method 
comprising: / 

formulating a question of a preliminary game 
to be answered: by members of a broadcast audience; 

f ormtliating response criteria accompanying a 
question /and defining an acceptable answer to said 
questioil; 

/mechanically, optically, or electronically 
providing a question to a broadcast station; 

/ by means of said station, selecting a time 
slxifc--^irtrtr±ng — in to the station's program s L mc ture~ 
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-ftsr — Broadcasting — said — question — to — the — stati o n's - 
audience; 

by means of said station, broadcasting said 
question to its audience at the selected time; / 

receiving said question by a member of/ said 
audience ; / 

providing answer entering means tpr members of 
said audience, said entering means being associated 
with an identified member; / 

providing a communications hub means for 
determining an acceptable answer to a question by a 
member of said audience by comparing an entered 
answer to accompanying response criteria; 

mechanically, optically or electronically 
providing response criteria accompanying an answer 
to said hub; / 

entering/ an answer to a question by a member 
of said audience; 

providing means for communicating a member's 
answer arid identification to said hub; 

communicating a member's entered answer and 
identification to said hub; 



/ comparing at said hub an entered answer to 
.ccompanyAng — response — e^4teria — to — determine — air 
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^-€rt5ceptaBTe aTTSwe^ — fey — an — identifie d — succes sful- 
member ; 

storing the identifications of successful" 
members at a central storage facility; / 

entering the identifications of successful 
members in a prize event; / 

conducting a prize event to /determine a 
winner; and / 

informing a winner. / 

177. A system for conducting a game for 
members of a broadcast audience in which a member's 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the/ system comprising: 

a transmitter' for transmitting one of a 
plurality of recorded task sets, a task set 
comprising a first task portion and a second 
accompanying ^response criteria portion defining at 
least one acceptable response, said transmitter 
including /a playback device for playing back a 
recorded /cask set at a specified time; 

a/ plurality of stations having means for 
receiving portions of a task set and for 
broadcasting disparately structured programs to 
thefir respective audiences, wherein an individual 
one of said plurality of stations predetermines a 
Sp ecified — t i m e — for — l e l i diismi L Ling — the — first — task 



* port -ion — of — a- — ta s k — set — te — arts — audionco-; sctid- 

specified time fitting into its program structure, 
wherein audience members receive the program and 
the first task portion transmitted by the station 
to which they are tuned at said specified time; / 

means for entering a response to a taslc by 
individual audience members; / 

means at a central location for receiving the 
second response criteria portion of a/xransmitted 
task set at essentially said specified time; 

means for communicating a Response from said 
entering means to said central ^receiving means; and 

means at said central/location for evaluating 
an entered response by /comparing it to response 
criteria to determine /Whether it is an acceptable 
response. / 

178. A system for conducting a game for 
members of a broadcast audience in which a member's 
response to a/task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: 

means for sequentially transmitting a 
plurality of task sets, a task set comprising a 
task portion and an accompanying response criteria 
portion defining at least one acceptable response; 

/ a plurality of stations having means for 
^zeeeiving — -p ortions — of — said — task — sets aTRJ — for 
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J^go adoa c tin g — disparrately — stru ctur e d — programs — ±o- 
their respective audiences, wherein an individual 
one of said plurality of stations selects one of 
said plurality of task sets for retransmission oi 
the task portion of said task set to the audience 
at a time fitting into its program structure/ the 
times of retransmissions varying between stuuxwn 0/ 
wherein audience members receive the program and 
task portion retransmitted by the sta^on to which 
they are tuned; 



means for entering a response to a task by 
individual audience members; 

means at a central location for receiving the 
response criteria portion of a transmitted task 
set, said response criteria portion being 
synchronized with/the task portion transmission; 

means Zjor communicating a response from said 
entering means to said receiving means at said 
central vocation; and 

rteans at said central location for determining 
whether an entered response is an acceptable 
zkponse by comparing an entered response to an 
icoeptable re s pom 



179. A method for transmitting tasks by 
stations and rewarding acceptable responses entered 

tjhe audiences of stations, said 
the steps of: 



by members of 
method comprising 




436 

concurrently \ transmitting different program 
segments by a plurality of stations; 

by means of said stations, interrupting their 
programs at the same time to create a synchronized 
time gap between said segments; 



by means of said stations, transmitting a task 
during said time gap, a task being followed by 
response criteria defining an acceptable response 
to said task, said response criteria transmission 
being unintelligible to humans; 

receiving said t^sk by members of said station 
audiences; 

receiving and relading said response criteria 
by a response unit associated with an identified 
audience member, saidl response unit having means 
operable by an audience member for entering 

1 r 

response, and having! means for comparing said 
response to responses criteria to identify a 
successful audience member having entered an 
acceptable response; ai 



rewarding successful audience members • 



method — fox — transmitting — tasks — and- 



rewarding acceptable responses to _said_ 
comprising: 




providing a plurality of stations for 
ismirfetirrg — a plurality o f different p rogramc — to. 
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- — members - of their respective a udiences; 

formatting program contents and program 
structures by operators of said stations for 
transmission by the respective stations, the 
formatting of said programs providing for at leas^ 
one interruption in the transmission of said 
programs, so as to create at least one break xjn the 
continuity of the program structures and atr least 
one time interval between program portions of all 
of said stations; / 

synchronizing said at least one interruption 
so that time intervals between /portions of all 
transmitted programs of stations occur at 
essentially the same time; / 

interrupting stations transmitting said 
programs by said time intervals of synchronization; 

receiving said programs by members of 
audiences ; / 

formatting at least one task set for 
transmission^ to members of said audiences, a task 
set comprising a task, such as a question, and 
accompanying response criteria defining at least 
one acceptable response, such as an answer to a 
task;/ 

/ providing to individual members of said 

q . audiences a response unxt, *-a- response unit 

^ c o mprising moans -for entering a rcoponoe to— a task, 
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■ iuedirs — fur receivin g — response — orit o ria, and - moam 
for identifying an acceptable response by comparing 
an entered response to response criteria; 



transmitting at least one task set to mej 
of said audiences, wherein the transmission^ of said 
task set occurs essentially during a^tlme interval 
separating said stations' progr^afportions; 



entering a respprise to a task in a response 
unit by individuaj^ones of said audience members; 

ideiv^fying an acceptable response; and 

notifying audience members who have entered an 
iblo r esponse-; — » 

181. A method fdlr conducting a sweepstakes for 
members of the audiences of broadcast stations, 
comprising the steps pf: 

by means of la plurality of stations, 
broadcasting their \ individual and disparate 
programs ; 



mechanically, optically, or electronically 
conveying to said stations at least one task set 
for broadcasting to said stations 1 audiences., a 
task set comprising a task and instructional 
response criteria to determine and score acceptable 
responses ; 



selecting a time period fitting into said 
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station's program! structure by an individual one of 
said stations fori broadcasting a task set; 

in the course of said station's program, 
broadcasting a task set by said station during a 
selected time period ; 

receiving a program and a task by members of 
said ^udidnces; 1 

providing response units to individual 
audience members, said response units being 
associated with identified audience members and 
including response lentering means, and means for 
receiving instructional response criteria; 

providing evaluation means, inpluding means 
for determining an acceptable response by comparing 
an entered response to accompanying response 
criteria, and means! for scoring a response by 
assigning a value to lan acceptable response; 

entering a response by an individual member; 

determining an I acceptable response by a 
successful respondent ;1 

scoring an acceptable response; 

providing a centtral storage facility for 
successful respondents M identifications and scored 
response results; 1 



# 
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providing communications links between said 
response units ana said storage facility; 

communicating successful respondents v 
identifications and scored response results to said 
central facility for storing; 



entering successful respondents and their 
scored results in al sweepstakes; 

weighting successful respondents 1 entries in 
accordance with scorned results; 

conducting a I sweepstakes by randomly 
determining winners, \ the probabilities of random 
determinations being skewed by said weighting, and 




announcing sweepstakes winners, 



meth od for ge ner a t ing — 3- ar g e broadcast- 



audiences comprising the steps of: 



providing a first electronip-^ signal 
transmitting system comprising network of 

stations broadcasting program signals to members of 
respective remote audiences, said stations 
broadcasting their individual scheduled programs, 
said station bjeixig equipped to receive and 
retransmit cpriz signals to members of th^ir 
respectiv^audiences ; 



providing a second electronic signal 
emitting — system— for — transmitting ~a— gual-i fying. 



-quxz — to sa4rd — network — sLaLions - , — a — qualify - in g — xjcrtzr 

comprising at least one task and response criteria 
defining at least one acceptable response; 

formulating at least one qualifying quiz atr a 
central location; / 

transmitting said quiz to said / network 
stations ; / 

receiving said quiz by network/stations; 

retransmitting said quiz by network stations 
to members of their respective /remote audiences at 
a point in time determined by individual ones of 
said network stations, which points in time can 
vary from station to station; 

providing to individual members of said remote 
audience response units, each response unit being 
associated with an identified member, the response 
unit being capable of receiving and storing 
response criteria signals, receiving a response to 
a quiz entered by an identified member of said 
audience, ana evaluating an entered response in 
accordance/with said response criteria to identify 
winning itfembers of said qualifying quiz; 

/ entering a response to said quiz by a member 
of £he audience of a station; 

/ evaluating said member's response by use of a 
mea bor 1 3 - rospe nsfi L unit and_ idenfeir# yina a wiim eg-o£ 
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-sa- id qualifying quiz; . 

providing means at a central location for 
receiving and storing identifications of said 
winners ; 

conveying winner's identifications to said 
storage means; / 

providing a prize event facility at A central 
location; and / 

entering identified winners of/said qualifying 
quiz in said prize event. / 

183. A method for generating large broadcast 
audiences comprising the j^teps of: 

combining a plurality of broadcast stations, 
such as television and radio stations into a 
broadcast network? 

providing a central facility for transmitting 
electronic /signals, including task sets to said 
broadcast /stations; 

providing at said stations means to receive 
and to' rebroadcast electronic signals received from 
said/ central facility, said stations broadcasting 
their regularly scheduled and at least partially 
disparate programs to members of their broadcast 
i Uidiences ; 
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— — reeej^Attg-- s aid programs by audience members^ 



formulating a plurality of task sets, a task 
set comprising a task, at least one acceptable 
response, and a time period allowed for responding; 

providing to individual members of said' 
audience a response unit, a response unit 
comprising means for entering a response to a task, 
means for receiving an acceptable responses/means 
for determining acceptable responses by individual 
audience members, and means for identifying members 
who have entered an acceptable response; 

sequentially transmitting by at least one of 
said central facilities signals conveying a 
plurality of task sets to sai^d broadcast stations; 

receiving task sets/by broadcast stations; 

interrupting tne programs of individual 
broadcast stations' at a convenient time, so as to 
create a time gap between program segments; 

broadcasting during said station's time gap, 
by means of: an individual broadcast station, a task 
and time /allowed for responding and, following said 
allowed/time, an acceptable response; 

/receiving the station's rebroadcast task set 
by An audience member; 

/ ______-eivker ing responses — to — ar — task by — audience - 
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mombor &— fav-tir felr ife^purre o unite; 



determining and scoring an acceptabler^sp&nse 
by a successful audience member i)y^means of a 
response unit; 



identifying 



successful audience member; and 



iforming^ successful audience membe r s. 

184. A method for generating large broadcast 
audiences comprising the steps of: 

formulating \ at a central location at least one 
quiz, a quiz comprising a task and at least one 
acceptable response to said task; 

providing a Isystem comprising a network of 
stations broadcasting programs to members of a 
remote audience, said stations broadcasting their 
individually scheduled and disparate programs, said 
stations being equippe^Jbo receive and broadcast 
said quiz to members of -a- remote audience; 

transmitting at least one quiz from a central 
location to said network stations; 

receiving saidi quiz by network stations; 



by means of network stations, broadcasting 
said quiz trb members of said audience at a point in 
time determined by individual ones of said network 
stations, which points in time can vary between 
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stations, said stsltions broadcasting an acceptable 
response in coded {form; 

i 

receiving sai^ programs and quiz by audience 
members ; 

providing to 1 individual members of said 
audience response units for receiving, decoding, 
and storing an acceptable response, entering a 
response to a quiz, comparing an entered response 
with said acceptable response, and identifying a 
successful member having entered^-an— acceptable 
response ; 

entering a response to a quiz by a member of 
said audience ; 

by means of 4 member's response unit, 
identifying a successful member having entered an 
acceptable response; 

providing means lat a central location for 
receiving and storing [data identifying successful 
members, said receiving means being operatively 
connected to said evaluation means; 

providing a central sweepstakes facility; 

conveying said data identifying successful 
members to said storage 1 means ; 

entering successful audience members in a 
sweepstakes ; 





and 
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determining at least on sweepstakes winner; 



informing said winner of said determination. 



-ft: — method Tux — conducting a game — by — a- 



plurality of stations broadcasting programs 

including a task requiring a predetermined 

acceptable response, the method comprising the 
steps of : 



by means of the stations, concurrently 
broadcasting a plurality of disparate programs to 
members of the respective audiendes of the 
stations; 



dividing individual ones dx said programs into 
two or more program segments' by the stations; 

chronologically separating the broadcasting of 
at least two of said/ program segments so as to 
create a break in the continuity in said programs; 

determining at least one time gap between two 
discontinuous/program segments broadcast by said 
plurality of stations, the occurrence of said gap 
between programs being substantially synchronized; 

fc station broadcasting to its audience members 
during one of said time gaps a task set comprising 
a/ task and an accompanying coded acceptable 
xespense to said-task; 
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providing t o individu a l o ne s of cm id audience 

members a response unit associated with an 
identified member, each response unit comprising 
means for entering a response to a task, means fc 
receiving, decoding, and storing an acceptable 
response, and means for evaluating a yrfember's 
response to identify a successful identified member 
having entered an acceptable response; 



entering a response to ^a task by members in 
their response units; 

by means of saicl response units, evaluating 
responses entered/oy members to identify successful 
members ; 

providing means for informing successful 
members/ and 



my successful m e mber s^ 



186. A method 
audiences to statiqns 
entering successfu 
prize event, said m 



of 



forming a net* 
TV and/ or 



for attracting large broadcast 
in a network of stations by 
respondents to a task in a 
thod comprising the steps of: 



ork composed of a multiplicity 
radio stations concurrently 
broadcasting their scheduled and at least partially 
disparate programs; 



each of said 
program to members 



ne twork 



stations broadcasting its 
f its audience; 



) 



• 




making 9 plur 
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Llity of task sets available to 
stations, a task selt comprising at least one task, 
a time period allowed for responding, and an 
acceptable response \ to said task; 



receiving said tfask sets at network stations; 

by means of a Aetwork station, selecting a 
task set for transmission at a time fitting into 
the station's program jstructure; 

a network transmitting a selected task set to 
A I 

its audience, wherein \ the acceptable response is 
transmitted following pie time period allowed for 
responding; 

receiving a task arid an allowed time period by 
members of the audience \of a network station; 

providing to each cludience member a response 
unit identified with said audience member, the 
response unit comprising means for receiving 
acceptable responses, means for entering a response 
to a task and means f o^ determining whether an 
entered response is an acceptable response; 

entering a response! to a task in a response 
unit by a respondent member of said audience; 



receiving an acceptable response by said 
response unit; 



determining by the response unit whether a 



* 
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respondent's entered response is an acceptable 
response ; 

providing a central prize event facility; 

conveying thus identity of respondents having 
acceptably responded to a task to said prize event 
facility; and . 



entering said 



respondents in a prize event. 



187, 
members of a\ 



system for conducting a game for 
broadcast audience in which a member 1 s 
response ^o aVtask is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising 



a recording \pf a plurality of task sets, a 
task set comprising a task and accompanying 
response criteria defining at least one acceptable 
response; 

means for sequentially transmitting recorded 
tasks of said plurality ok task sets; 

a playback facility operatively coupled with 
said transmitting means for praying back said task 
recording; 



a plurality of statiori* 
disparately structured programs to 
audiences, wherein an individual 



broadcasting 
leir respective 
.one of said 



plurality of stations receives and selects one of 
said plurality of tasks for retransmission of the 
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ta^k^to its audience at a time fitting into its 
prograiitv structures, wherein audience members 
receive a program and task transmitted by a station 
to which the^are tuned; 

means for entering a response to a task by 
individual audience members; 

a recording of Vesponse criteria accompanying 
said tasks; \ 

means for transmitting response criteria, 
including a playback facility for playing back said 
response criteria recording; 

means for receiving said played back response 
criteria, said receiving Vieans being coupled to 
means for evaluating an\ entered response in 
accordance with said response criteria to determine 
whether it is an acceptable response; and 

means for informing audience members who have 
entered an acceptable response! 

188 • A system for conducting a game for 
members of a broadcast audience in which a member's 
response to a task is evaluated in accordance with 
response criteria, the system comprising: 

transmitters of a plurality of stations for 
concurrently transmitting a plurality of at least 
partially disparate programs to a plurality of at 
least partially different audiences; 
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means for providing to said stations a 
plurality of tasks and accompanying predetermined 
response criteria defining acceptable responses; 

means at individual ones of said stations for 
selecting and transmitting a selected task and 
accompanying response criteria at a convenient 

.time, said times/ of transmission varying between 

^stations; 



means at said member's locations for receiving 

a sr e tran c mitte d- task and response criteria; 
A 



4** „ 

members ; and 

A 



means for entering responses 



to ^ tasks 



by 



connected 



to 



members 1 



entering 



means , 



comparison means for comparing a member's entered 
response to a accompanying response criteria to 



determine whether a 
acceptable response . 



member's response is an 



189 . A metnod — fox — conducting — a — qualifying 



event and a subsequent prize event for members^ 
broadcast audiences, comprising the si 



by means of transmitters of a plurality of 
stations, broadcastijagci plurality of disparately 
structured prqgx^ms to their respective audiences; 



by means of central transmitting means, 
sequentially transmitting a plurality of tasks in a 
■ qualifying event arrets following each task, 
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chronologically — o pacod — respon se — critor -ar a derininc r 
an acceptable response to each of said tasks; 

receiving said tasks at said broadcast 
stations ; / 

at an individual one of said stations, 
selecting a time for transmitting a task so as to 
fit into the station's program structure/ 

transmitting by said individual/ station its 
program including said task to members of its 
broadcast audience; / 

receiving said station program and task by 
members ; / 

responding to a taslc by members ; 

evaluating a member's response by means 
associated with an identified member and operative 
in accordance witfei response criteria following a 
task, to deterWine identified winners of the 
qualifying event; and 

entering winners of the qualifying event in a 
subsequent/prize event. 

19 0\ A system for transmitting tasks and 
rewarding acceptable responses to said tasks, 
comprising: 

/ ^^a. piurarllty o± stations t^ansmittAng^ a: 
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r-p3rurality — o f d i -f- foron t — pioyiams — fee — m e mb e r s — of — at- 
least partially different audiences; 

means at each of said stations for 
interrupting the programs of said stations at tl 
same time and for creating a time gap between 
program portions of said stations; 

means for transmitting to said/audiences a 
task and, following said task/ transmission, 
acceptable responses to a ^task in a form 
unintelligible to humans; 

means at location^ of audience members for 
receiving said program portions and tasks; 

means associated with identified audience 
members for centering a response to a task, for 
receiving y^nd reading acceptable responses, and for 
comparing an entered response to an acceptable 
response, so as to identify successful audience 
members having entered an acceptable response; and 

w arding - succ es sful audience reembe^fs^ • 

191. A method for transmitting tasks by 
stations and rewarding acceptable responses to said 
^jbasks provided by the members of the audiences of 
^sifations, said method comprising the steps of: 

by means of a plurality of stations, 
concurrently transmitting different programs; 



rfo 



I V 

454 

interrupting the programs of the stations at 
the same time to create a synchronized time gap; 

by means of said stations, transmitting a task 



during said time gap, .artask being accompanied by a 
transmission of response criteria defining an 
acceptable response to said task, said response 
criteria transmission being unintelligible to 
humans ; 

receiving said programs and said tasks by a 
member of a station audience; 

receiving and reading said response criteria 
by a response unit ^-by ■ an identified audience 
member, sa^d response unit having means for 
responding by an audience mermber, and having means 
for comparing a response to ^response criteria to 
identify a successful audience member having 



(2/ entered^w^ acceptable response; and 

entering successful audience members in a 
prize event. 




